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'\ PART I. 


Wherein theſe QUERIES are conſidered : 


. Whether Kneeling at the Sacrament be contrary to 
' any expreſs Command of Chriſt, obliging to the 
obſervance of a different Geſtnre ? 
IT. Whether Kneeling be not a Deviation from that ex- 
ample which our Lord ſet usat the firſt Inſtitution? 
I[TI. Whether Kneeling be not Unſutable and Repug- 


nant to the Nature of the Lord's Supper, as being no 
Table - Geſture? PO 
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Whether it be Lawful to receive the Holy Sacre: 
ment Kneeling ? 


| T* Reſolution of the moſt wcighty and confide- 


rable Doubts which may in point of Conſcience 
_ ariſeabout this matter ( and do at preſent much 
influence the minds and practices of many honeſt and 


well-meaning Difſenters ) will depend upon the Reſolu- 
tion of theſe following Queries. 


x. Whether Kneeling in the Adt of Receiving the 
Holy Sacrament according to the Law of the Land, be 
not contrary to ſome expreſs Law of Chriſt OOng to 
the obſervance of a different Poſture? 

2. Whether Kneeling be not a deviation from that 
example which our Lord ſet us at the firſt Inſtituti- 
on ? 


I . Whether Kneeling be net —— Unſutable 
Az and 
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and Repugnant tothe nature of the Sacrament, as be. 
ing.no Table-Geſture? OED 

. 4. Whether Kneeling Commanded in the Church of 
England be not contrary to the general Practice of the- 
Church of Chriſt in the firſt and pureſt Ages? 

5. Whether it be Unlawful for us to receive Kneelin 

becauſe this Geſture was firſt introduced by Idolaters, ;.»% 
and is ſtill notoriouſly abuſed by the Papiſts to Idolatrous. 


ends and purpoſes. 
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©1. Whether Kneeling in the A&t of Receivingithe Si 
. crament inObedience to theLaw of the Land; be not a: ';,"** 
Tranſgreſſion againſt ſome expreſs Law of Chriſt which. 
obliges us to obſerve another Geſture? og 


For fatisfactionin this Point; our onely.recourſe muſt - 
be to the Holy Scriptures contained in 'the Books of 
the New Teſtament, wherein the- whole body of Di-- ! 
vine Laws delivered and enafted by our Bleſſed Savi-- 
our, are collected and recorded by the Holy Ghoſt. " 
And if there be-any Command there extant - concern-- 
10g the uſe of any particular Geſture in the A& of Re- * 
ceiving the Lord's Supper, we ſhall upon a diligent | 
enquiry be ſure to find it. But before I give in my ® 
Anſwer, I readily grant thus much by way of Pre--- iti 
face. Whatſoever is enjoyned and. appointed: by God:: thy 
to be prepetually uſed by all Chriſtians throughout all: : 
Ages without any alteration, that can never be nullified 
or altered by any Earthly Power or Authority what-- w 
ſoever. When once the Supreme Lawgiver and Gover--- t 
nour of the World hath any ways ſignified and decla-- \ 
red that ſuch and ſuch poſitive Laws thall be perpetual - 
ly and unalterably obſerved; then thoſe Laws ( though . | 

| 1n their own nature and with reſpe& to the ſubject 


matter of them they be. changeable ) muſt remain in - | 
FOE: fall-- Yai 
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fall Force, and can admit of no Change from the Laws 
of Men. It would be a piece of intolerable Pride , 
and the moſt daring Preſumption, for any Earthly- 
Prince, any Council, any Sacietie of Men whatſoever, 
to oppoſe the known Will of the Soveraign Lord of Hea- 
ven and Earth. In this Caſe nothing can take off the 
Force and Obligation of ſuch Laws, but the ſame Dt- - 
vine Authoritie which firſt paſſed-them into Laws. Thus 
much being granted and premiſed, I return this Anſwer 
to the Queſtion propoſed. 
- God hath been ſo far from eſtabliſhing the unalterable:. 
uſe of any particular Geſture in the AEt of Receiving, 
a that among all the Sacred Records of his Will, there 
- ts not any expreſs Command to determine our practice 
one way-or other. We are left perfectly at our libertie 
by. God to uſe what comely Geſture we pleaſe, either 
hk vitting, Kneeling, or Standing. And if the Law of the See the Caſt of: 
44 Land did not reſtrain our libertie, we might uſe any of _ 4 
the forementioned Geſtures, without the leaſt violation 
. of any Law of God. This perhapsat firſt ſight may ſeem 
| very ſtrange and falſe to many of our Diſſenting Bre-- 
1,4 tNren Who have been taught to believe otherwiſe; and 
-: It may be (to judge Charitably ) their Teachers and 
, Paſtours have in this particular been impoſed on them- 
" ſelves, by the Writings and Aſſertions of other Men - 
_* Whoſe Perſons they have had in great admiration. But 
yet I am fo: ſecure of this Truth, that I challenge - 
all the World to produce the Chapter and Verſe where--- 
' m any Command is given for the uſe of any particular 
| Geſtureat the Celebration of the Lord's Supper. That-. 
ax Popiſh Principle of believing as the Church believes, .. 
. and ſwallowing, all for Goſpe] which ſhe affirms to be - 
ſo, though very miſchievous in its conſequence, is not 
| foPopiſh, that is, ſoill, as to pin our Faith on the Sleeves -. 
| Of:particular Men, and relying barely on the. word and: : 
mn credit:- 
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credit of any one Man whom we highly eſtcem, of 
what Party or Perſwaſion ſoever. Forthis is to create a 
Pope to our ſelves, and make every Man whom we 
phanſie infalliLle ; this is to make two more than ſix, 
and the Authority of one Man outweigh the Autho- . * 
rity of the Church, that is a Society-of Men who are 
nothing near ſo liable to deception. Idon't deſire there- 
tore to be truſted by any means in the matter under- 
preſent conſideration ; and therefore I would have the 
Reader to obſerve this Rule : Truſt no Mans Eyes or 
Judgment where youare able to uſe your own, but fol- 
low the example of the Bereans, ſo bighly commended 
by St. Pau] upon this very account ; that is, to make an 
ingenuous enquiry into the Truth of things, to ſearch. 
the Scriptures whether theſe things be ſo as I fay and 
aſſert. If this courſe were generally followed, it would 
go a great way towards the compoſing thoſe differences, * t! 
and curing thoſe diviſions that at preſent are on foot 
amonegſt us, occaſioned by ſeveral Tenets and Opinions 
about matters of Religion. By this means, a great many . 
which paſs for Divine Oracles and DofQtrines, would ap- 
pear fo be no other than the whimfies and inventions of _ 
Men. 'With this cautionary advice I might fairly dif-* lwj 
mis this Queſtion as being fully Anſwered, and leave all .\ 
, m1 Readers to diſprove meif they can. | __* 
_ * But Lecauſefome may pretend they have not Leiſure, } 
and others want of Skill, and others are not endued jy; 
w.th Patience enough to ſearch and examine this matter | 
throughly as it ought, I will yield all the Charitable al- in. 
ſillance I am able towards their relief, by doing the 
work to their hands. . My Buſineſs then at prelent 1s | 
this, to Colk& and Preſent to your view all thoſe places 
which rclate ro the Sacrament, and are moſt likely to 
inform us wiat our Lord by his Inſtitution and Appoint- 
ment hath olliged us to. And certainly if there be 7% thy 


any ' Va 
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' any Command which tyes us up to the uſe of any par- 
' ticular Geſture, Sitting ſuppoſe or Standing, and nor 
Kneeling, we ſhall find it in one or other ot the Evan- 
'- 'peliſts, who give us a perfe& Narrative of the whole 
Mind and Will of Chriſt in all matters neceſſary to 
; Faith and Salvation: Let us therefore bring them under 
a ſtrict examination. St. Matthew gives this account of Mar. 26. 25. 
the whole matter : As they were eating, Feſus took Bread, 
and Bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave it to the Diſciples, 
'. "and ſaid, Take, eat; this w my Body. And he took the Ver. 27. 
; . Cup, and gave Thanks, and gave it to them. ſaying. Drink | 
ye all of it.. For this is my Blood of the New Teſtament, ver. 28. 
which 1s ſhed for many for the Remiſſion of Sins. But I ver. 2g. 
fay unto you, I will not Drink henceforth of this Fruit. of 
he Vine, until that day when 1 Drink it new with you ia 
my Fathers Kingdom. And when they had Sung an Hymn, ver. 30. 
they-went out into the Mount ef Olives. Much to the 
fame purpoſe is the account which St. Mark gives of this 
Matter. | | 
And as they did eat, Feſus took Bread, and Bleſſed, and War. 14. 22. 
' brake it, and gave to them, and ſaid, Take, eat ; this is my 
| Body. And he took the Cup, and when he had given ver. 23. 
Thanks, he gave it to them, and they all Drank of it. 
And he fad unto them, This is my Bloud of the New ver. 24. 
Teſtament, which is ſhed for many. Verily T ſay unto you, V+ 75: 
IT will Drink no more of the Fruit of the Vine, until that 
Y that I Drink it new in the Kingdom of God: And Ver. 26. - 
when they had Sung a Hymn, they went out into the 
Mount of Olives. And this is the ſum of what Saint - 
Mark. delivers concerning the Lord's Supper. Sainr: 
, Cake with very little variation thus deſcribes the mat= 
ter. | | 
And he took Bread, and gave Thanks, and brake it, and Luke 22, 19. 
gave unto them, ſaying, This is my Body which is given for 
you; .this do in Remembrance of me. Likewiſe alſo the ver. 5, 
| Cup 


\ 
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" Cap after Supper.ſaying, This Cup i the New Teſtament in my 
Bloud, which 1s ſhed for you. Thus Evangeliſt indeed makes 
mention of another Cup which our Lord took, and after 
he had bleſſed it, he faid to his Diſciples, Take this, and 
divide it among your ſelves; and withal told them that 
he would not Drink of the Fruit of the Vine until the 
Kingdom of God ſhould come ; which Cup plainly re- 
 _- fers to the Paſſover, as will appear to any one who will 
See Dr. Lignt- 


Fer an Mat conſult and. compare the 15, 16, 17, and 18. Verſes of '. tr 
26. 26. the fore-mentioned Chapter ; and is ſuppoſed to be i." 
_— & that Cup wherewith the Fews were wont to begin the 
TO Paſchal Feaſt, which they Bleſled or. Conſecrated in this wi 
. Form of words : Bleſſed be God- who Created: the 
Fruit of the Vine. And whereas our Lord faith he will 
Drink no more of the Fruit of the Vine, his meaning 
15, that he would never Celebrate the Feaſt of the Paſſo. | 
ver with them any more after that time, but their.next ' 
Feſtival Meeting-ſhould be in Heaven: and this is very: #teH 
conſiſtent with our Lord's Drinking another Cup after : 
this, which he Conſecrated to another uſe and fignifica-. 
tion, in the Sacrament, Ver. 2o. And this .is all- the 
light this Divine Writer affords us concerning the out- 
ward Rites and Ceremones which our Lord uſed him- 
_ -  - ſelfat theInſtitution of the Sacrament, and eſtabliſhed for tj 
 theuſeof all Chriſtians inall ſucceeding Ages. . 
As for St. Fohn, he makes no mention at all of the 
Inſtitutioh of this Holy Feaſt by our Lord. All that | 
can be colleed from his Writingsrelates to the Paſſover; | 
John 13-from Or, according to the Learned Dr. Lightfoot, to what paſt 
Ver. 1. to 31- between Chriſt and his Diſciples at a common and or- 
_ --qoougy dinary meal in Bethany, and that for this reaſon, among \,./ 
and Mar. 26. -many others judiciouſly urged by him, becauſe the Dif- yy ) 
a ciples-thought when our Lord had faid to him, Ver. 27. yg. 
That thou Rog do quickly , that he had given order to. * 
Judas who kept the bag, to buy thoſe things that they 


had 
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42 
| had need of againſt: the Feaſt, . vis. the Paſſover ; and 
Tl therefore, all. rhoſe-paſſages, and: that diſcourſe related 
AY by St. John in the foregoing Verſes of that Chapter, were 
tranſated at an ordinary and common Supper. And 
indeed this ſeems to be the great end and deſign which 
. St.Fohy. propoſed to-himſelf in writing his Goſpel, and 
& which throughout. he':conſtantly purſues, viz. 'To add 
out of his own Knowledge ſeveral remarkable paſſages 
. (eſpecially ſuch as- tend to demonſtrate. the Divinity 
; of. our Saviour.) as had been omitted by the other E- 
mi vangeliſts in their Hiſtory of the Birth, Lite, Actions 
7, and-Sufferingsof our Blefſed Saviour. There is another 
_ paſſage in St.Foby's Goſpel, which in the Judgment of John 5. 53. 
many Learned Divines both Ancient and Modern, hath 
nm zeſpeCt to the Lord's Supper, though not at that time in- 
Rituted when thoſe myſterious words were uttered by 
our Saviour. - | | T 
mr --* Except;ye-Eat the Fleſh of the Son of Man, aud Drink ver. 54. 
b his Blood, - ye have no life in you. Whoſo Eateth my Pleſþ, 
Pri aud Drinketh my Blood, hath Eternal Life, and Iwill raiſe 
him up at the Iaft day. For my Fleſh is meat indeed, and Ver. 55. 
.j my Blood is drink indeed. - He that Eateth my Fleſh, and Ver. 56. 
, 'Drinketh my Blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. Now all 
that can be inferr'd from theſe words, as they relate to 
this Holy Feaſt, is onely thus much : that it's highly ne- 
ceſfary for all Chriſtians (who have an opportunity to 
RP" - do it) to partake of the Lord's Supper, as they would 
pi" partake in the merits of his Sacrifice, and the Efficacy 
wor” of his Death and his Sufferings ; and that none but ſuch 
. asdo receive the tokens and ſigns of his Body broken, 
WF and Blood ſhed for their Sins, ſhall be owned and rewar- 
| ded by him as his Friends. - Theſe are all the places 
that we meet with in the Goſpel ; . let us now ſee what 
's delivered in the A#s and other Writings of the A- 
Poſtles and Divinely-inſpired Authors. Among all their 
| - B Writings 
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Writings there. is but one place which:gives any account- 


_ gland 
 do<dltis 
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2. 
1 Cor. 11. 20. 
Acts 2. 46. 
Aqts 20. 7. 


aienouly( 
teſt 
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to be of perpetual uſe in his Church: _ r 
The Apoſtles and-Diſciples of our Lord, at the Inſti=yy wr wh 
tution of the Sacrament, were the Repreſentatives of the j,, Wby | 
whole Church; and are to be confidered under a double; . Vlich | 
eapacity. Fither as Governours and Miniſters entruſted $i 'o 
by Chriſt with the Power of diſpenſing: and admirif-- Wn i; tae 
Kring the Sacrament, or as ordinary and lay Communt-,, ,%th 
cants.. | | : ; UB be Capped 
| If we confider them as-Governours and Stewards of Ut yſiny 
the Myſteries, their Duty to which-they are obliged by 5 to 
the expreſs command'of their Lord, is to take the Bread Ny thts 4 
iato their Hands, to. bleſs and _confecrate it: to 'thit Vs I 
- | | mY- }, | 


myſterious and Divine uſe, to which he deſigned it, © 

' break it, to give it to the Communicants, as he gave it 
them: And ſo in.like manner to Take the Cup, -to bleſs 
it, to giveit to their fellow-Chriſttans. , £ 


That which they were obliged to do by the command 
of our Lord, - conſidered as private Men, and in com- 
' mon: with- all believers, was to take and: receive the 
Conſecrated Elements of Bread and: Wine, to eat and 
Drink , and to do all this in Commemoration of his 
wonderful Love in giving his Body to be broken and 
his Blogd to be ſhed for the Sins of the World. 
. And: what the. leaſt Syllable or Shadow of a Com- 
mand is'there here in all this Hiſtory, for the uſe of any 
Geſture in the At of Receiving 2? Since then the Holy 
Scripture is altogether ſilent as to this matter, its ſilence 
is. a full and clear demonſtration that Kneeling is nor 
repugnant to any expreſs Command. of-.our Lord, be- 
cauſe no Geſture was ever. Commanded at all : And - | 
this hath been ingenuouſly Confeſſed in writing by a A Manufcripe 
great Enemy to Kneeling, and a great Advocate tor Sit- %anunknown 
ting, That the Geſture of Sitting is. but a matter of Circum- by we. yy 
tance, and not expreſly Commanded. body, p. 48. 
But the Scorch Miniſters Aſſembled at Perth, affirm 0bjef. 
that when our Lord at-the Inſtitutzton Commanded his 
Diſciple to do this, he did by thoſe words Command 
them to uſe that Geſture which he uſed at that time, as 
well as to Take, Eat, Drink, &c. The Force of their 
Argument lies in this, if it have any force at all: Qur 
Saviour Sate at the Paſſover, as the Scriptures plainly in- Mar. 2. 20, 
form us ; and it is to be ſuppoſed he continued in the 3194 5: 
fame poſture when -he inſtituted and Adminiſtred vis 
. the Sacrament , which was at the cloſe of the Paſſo- 
ver: therefore. Do-this relates to, and includes the 


Geſture amongſt other things. But this is a miſerable 
B 2 _ ſhift 
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on which tends to Sink rather than Support their 
Aule; Ge Oey 

_ For firſt, If our Lord did Sit when he Adminiftred 
the Sacrament ( which we will ſuppoſe at preſent ) yer 
there is no reaſon in the World to incline us to think, 
that- he intended by thoſe words, Do this, to oblige us 
to obſerve his Geſture onely, and nor ſeveral other Cir: 
cumſtances which he obſerved at the fame time. Since  !: 
Chriſt hath not reſtrained and interpreted theſe: words : 
Do this \o that they ſhould onely reſpe& Sitting as he . / 
did, why ſhould we not think our ſelves obliged to do 
all that he did at the ſame time, as well as this? For 
example, If theſe words may be interpreted: thus, 'Ds 
this, that is Sir as Chriſt did , why not thus alſo-, Do 
this, that is, celebrate the Sacrament in an upper Room; 

x in a private Houſe, late at night or the Evening, after 
Mar. 26. 20. 4 full Supper, F in the Company of 11 or 12 at moſt; 
= 77; and they onely Men, with their Heads Covered accord- - | 

 *. ing tothecuſtomofthoſe Countries, and with unleavened 
Bread 2 There lyeth as great an Obligation- upon- alk ' _ 
Chriſtians to obſerve all theſe Circumfiances in Tmita- 
tion of our Lord by vertue of theſe words, Do this, as: 
theredoth to Sit. Sothat this Argumentvielently recoils "lk 
- uport thoſe that urge it, and proves a great deal-more . tk 
than they are willing to have it. -It concludes ſtrongly: = 
againſt their own PraCtices, and the liberty they take. - 
in omitting ſome things, and prefling the neceſſary ob- 
ſervance of others, upon: a reaſon. which equally obliges 
toall. 
But I defire our Diſſenting Brethren-{ who may be: 
of the ſame Perfwaſion-with theſe Scorch-men). to take- | 
_ this: further conſideration -along with them ; which F 
think- wilt turn the Scales, and make deep impreſſions 4 ul. 
upon tender Confciences, and oblige them to obſerve Vanden: 
moſt of the. other,'Circumſtances which. they omit, . wy 


rather: ef 
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rather than this of Sitting., which -they fo carneftly_ 
preſs and contend for. All thoſe forementioned Cir- 
cumſtances ( except the two Laſt, which tooare general- 
ly allowed among Learned Men onall ſides) are expreſ- 
| ly mentioned in the Goſpel , 'and were without diſpute: 
obſerved by Chriſt at the Inſtitution of the Sacrament :. 
But the particular Geſture uſed by him at that time, is not 
expreſly mentioned; and what it was, is very diſputable 
and dubious, as I ſhall evince by and by under the 
ſecond Query. | 
How then can any Man think himſelf obliged in Con- 
ſcience, by the force of theſe words, Do this, to do what 
Chriſt is.no where: expreſly ſaid to-do, and not obliged 
7 to do what the Scripture affirms. he really did > Why 
ml That Which is dark and dubious-ſhould. be made an in- 
q Wins fallible Rule of Conſcience, and tliat which is plainly and 
ain — Evidently ſet down in Scripture ſhould have no force,nor 
Fi) be efteemed any Rule at all: Theſe are Queſtions. I 
confeſs, beyond my capacity , and ſurpaſſing my.-skilt 
to reſolve. | , ——_—_— , 
- . Tres clear from St. Paul in the forecited place, that : 
thoſe words of . our Lord, Do ths, do GE the pep 
- Bread and Wine, which ſignify the Body and Bloud of + $427, 28-. 
Chriſt, and. thoſe other actions there ſpecified by him , TN 
' which are eſſential to the right and due celebration of 
that Holy Feaſt, For when it's faid, Do this in Re- 
membrance of me; and, This do ye as oft as ye.Drink. it - 
in Remembrance. of me; and, As. oft as ye Eat. this; 
Bread, and Drink this Cup, ye do fhew the. Lords Death. 
. till he come.; it's plain that Do this muſt be reſtrain-.- 
cd to the Sacramental Actions there mentioned , and. 
' Not extended to the Geſture, .of which the Apoſtle 
; ſpeaks not a word. Our Lord Inſtituted the Sacra- : 
ment. in-Remembrance of .his Death. and: Paſſion, and ' 
not in Remembrance of his. Geſlure in Adminiſtring it « 
; And i 
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And conſequently ,- Do this is a general Command , 

- obliging us onely to ſuch particular Aftions' and Rites 
as he had Inſtituted , and made neceſlary to be uſed 
in order to this great end, viz. to ſignify and repreſent 
his Death, and that Bloudy Sacrifice which he offered 
to his Father, on the Croſs, for us miſerable Sinners. 
Upon the whole matter, I think, we may certainly-con- 
clude, that there is not a tittle of a Command in the 
whole New Teſtament to oblige us to receive the Lords 
Supper in_.any particular Poſture ; and if any be fo fcru- 
pulous, after all, as not to receive it in any other Geſture 
but what 3s expreſly Commanded, they muſt.never-re- »7 lathtit 
.ceive it as long as they live: And then I leave this to -iolkf 
their ſerious conſideration, How they will be ever a- 6 
ble to excuſe their neglect of a known neceſſary duty ; 


(ſuch as receiving the Sacrament is) before God the fo 
Father of our- Lord Jeſus Chriſt; ' who loved us ſo much _ 


as to ſend his Scn tobe a'propitiation for our Sins : m_ 
How they will ever Anſwer to their Crucified Saviour Wt ps 
their Living and Dying in the breach of an expreſs ls Ten 
' Command of his given a little before his Paſſion to Do pL 2 
© * this in Remembrance of him, taeerly becauſe the Geſture Lach other 
©": preſcribed by Authority was croſs to' their private Uvthe 
Wills and. Phanſies, but not to the Mind and Will of 
._ od. 7 


2. For the further proof and: Confirmation of this 
Aſfertion, that there is no expreſs Command in Scrip- 
- ture for. the uſe of any particular Geſture in the Act 
| of receiving the Sacrament, I will appeal to the Judg- 
ment and Practice of our Diſſenting Brethren,and all the 
Reformed Churches in Europe. | 


r. To begin with our. Non-contorming Brethren. 
There are a great many Serious and Sincere-Hearted 
C perſons 


[13] 
perſons among them, who profeſs that. ( were they left 
to their liberty, and not tyed up by the Law: to Kneel 


li; at the Sacrament) they could with a fafe Conſcience 


uſe that Geſture as well as any other. - And they fur- 
ther tell us, that they are willing and ready to:Commu- 
nicate with us, provided we would Adminiſter the Sacra- 
ment to them either Sirting or Standing, that 1s, any way 
but that which is impoſed by Law. For the Rule by 
which they conduCt their Conſciences in this matter, is 
this: Things in their own nature indifferent, which are no. 
where Commanded or prohibited by God in Scripture, 
cannot, nor ought not to be reſtrained and limited by 
any Power or Authority of Man : And therefore all fuch 
things which God left free for us todo or not to do with- 
out Sin, become ſinful to us when impoſed by humane 
Authority. It's remote from my buſineſs to ſhaw how 
weak and falſe a.Principle this is, 'and of what miſchie- 
- ous conſequences to the Peace of the Church; and for 


' - that reaſon I will-paſs it by. - But thus much may be 


inferr'd from this Tenent to my purpoſe, that they who- 
hold and. urge it as a reaſon why they cannot Receive 
Kneeling, 'which otherwiſe they could fafely do, plainly 
own, that as to the Geſture, inthe ACt of receiving, it is 
in-its own nature Indifferent, and left free by God for us 
to uſe or refuſe as we think fit, and by neceſlary conſe-- 
quence that there is no expreſs Command given by 
God for the uſe of any particular Geſture: It-could not-- 
be a matter of indifferency to our Diſſenting Brethren, -. 
whoſe Principle this is, if there were no Law of. Marr to -- 
Kneel at the Sacrament ; and now there is ſuch a Law, it 
coult] not: be Tndifterent to them- whetlier they received. 
ditting.or Standing, as they profeſs it is, if there were 
. any Law of God obliging to the uſe of any: one-Geſture - 
whatſoever, | ui onmnes 
- 2: That there is.no expreſs Command: in- Scripture - 
Y for. 
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for any one Geſture in the Att of Receiving, may be 
inferr'd from the Judgment and Prattice of all the Re- 
formed Churches abroad : Whoſe Judgment and ex- 
ample will, I preſume, ſway much with thoſe who ſe. 
parate from the Church of England as not being ſuf- 
ficiently purged from the Corruptions of the Church of 
Rome as other Neighbour-Churches are, and who ſtood 
once engaged 1n a- Solemn Covenant, to reform the 
Churches ot England and Ireland according to the Word . 
of God and the Pattern of the beſt Reformed Church- 
Let us now compare the prattice of our Church with 
the example of the Proteſtant Churches abroad, and ſee 
whether ſhe ought to reform the Geſture preſcribed at 
the Sacrament. : 2 
The.Reformed Churches of France, and thoſe of Ge- 
neva and Heltvetia Stand; the Dutch generally Sit; but 
in ſome places (asin Welſt-Prieſland) they Stand. .The 


Churches of the Bohemianand Augyſtan Confeſſion,which he 


lnkp, t 
Vt Star 
(te Fre 


ſpread through the large Kingdoms of Bohemia, Den- 
mark, and Sweden, through Norway, the Dukedom of Sax- 
oxy, Lithuany, and the Ducal Prutlia in Poland, the Mar- 
quiiate of Brandenburg in Germany, and ſeveral other 
Places and tree Cities in that Empire, do for the moſt 
»yart, if not all of them, retain the Geſture of Kneeling. 
"The Bohemiay Churches were reiormed bv Joby Ef Wh 
and Ferom of Prazue, who. ſuffered Martyrdom at Com . , 1 
Bance about the year 1416. long before Luthers time; 
14d thole of the Augsburg or Augu/tan Confeſſions were 
founded and reformed by Luther, and were the firſt 
Proteſtants properly fo catfled. Both theſe Churches, fo 
early reformed, and of fo large extent, did not only uſe the 
ſame Geſture taat our Church enjoyns at the Sacrament, 
but they. together with thoſe of the Zelverick Confeſſi- 
on, did in three general Synods unanimouſly condemn the 
Sitting 


_ [35] 
Sitting Geſture .(though they eſteemed it init ſelfLaw- 7 At Cracow, 
Loy . : - Anno. Dom. 
Ful-) as being Scandalous, for this remarkable realon, 1592. 
-viz. becauſe .it was uſed by the Arrians (as their. Sy- 2 Petricow or 
nods call the Socinians) in contempt of our Saviours * =—_ 
Divinity ; who therefore placed themſelves as Fellows 3 Wladiſlaw, 
- with their Lord at his Table. And thereupon-they en- 7593: 
| - *treat and exhort all Chriſtians of their Communion #o 
i change Sitting into Kneeling or Standing, both which Ce- 
l ap remonies we Indifferently leave free according as the Cu- 
A lk, ftom of any Church hath obtained, and we approve of their 
b , ' - uſe without Scandal and Blame. Moreover they affirm, 
nin, . That theſe Socinians who deny Chrift to be-God, were the 
Uk frif that introduced Sitting at the Sacrament into their 
Ta Churches, coutrary to the Prattice of all the Evangelical 
- . - Churchesin Europe. Among all theſe Forreign Churches | 
Wall of the Reformation, there is but one that I can find which | 
Wee: uſeth Sitting, and forbids Kneeling , for.fear of Bread- 


\\ \ 
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b - demned Kneeling, they left it to the choice of their 
lawwſla Churches to uſe Standing , Sitting , .or an Ambulatory 
ilealehiin! Geſture ( as the French do) and at laſt conclude thus-: yarmon. 
Theſe Articles are. jetled by mutual Conſent , that if the 4 - of 
al good of the Churches require it, they may and ought-to be Toy 
lrg, bt changed, augmented or diminiſhed. What now {hould be 
3 the ground and reaſon of this variety both in Opinion 
and Practice touching the Geſture to be uſed at the:Lords 
Supper? Is it to be ſuppoſed. or imagined that an Aſſem- . 
bly of Learned 2nd Pious Divines,. met together.on:pur- 
poſe to conſult how to Reform their Churches according 
to the pure Word of God, ſhould through weakneſs and 
inadvertency overlook an expreſs Command of Chriſt for 
the-perpetual uſe of any particular Geſture, if any ſuch 
there had been? Or ſhall we be fo uncharitable 'as-to 
think that all theſe eminent Churches wilfully paſt it 
© by, and eſtabliſhed what _ moſt agreeable to their 
oo Own 


4 


ml Worſhip: but yet in that Synod wherein they - con- 


(16) 


own Phanſies, contrary to the known Will of God: 


Would they have given liberty to all of their Commy-- 


nion-to uſe ſeveral Geſtures according to the cuſtom of 


their ſeveral Churches, if our Lord had tyed them to oh-. 


ſerve but one? Would they declare ( as the Dutch Synod 


doth-) that what they enjoyned-might be altered, if the 


good of the Church-ſo required, if to be Sitting had been 


expreſly Commanded' by our Lord, to be uted by all: 
Chriſtians to the end of the World 2 No undoubtcdly,. 


they would not, we cannot either in reaſon or Charitie 
ſuppoſe it; | 


The true Principle upon which all theſe Reformed © . 


Churches built, and by which they are able to recon- 
cile all this ſeeming difference in this matter, is the very 


ſame with- that which the Church of Exgl/and goes. 
by in- her Synods and. Convocations, viz: That as to- ; 
Rites and Ceremonies of an indifferent nature, every 


al | 


National Church hath Authoritie to inſtitute, change and* y.: 


aboliſh them, as they in Prudence and Charitie ſhall: 
think moſt fit, and conducive to.the ſetting forth God's 
Glory, the Edification-of their. People, and the Decent 


and Reverend Adminiſtration of .the Holy 


Vid. Art. 34 obſervat.-of 'the Sacrament. Whoſoever therefore retuſes. 


French and Dutch Divines on 


% 


the Harmony of Confeſſions , £9 FEceive the Lord's Supper according to- 
edit. Geneva 168r. ſedt. 14. p- the Conſtitution of the Church of Eng-- | 


120. In hoc etian ritu ( ſpeak- þ > k 
ing of Kneeling at the Sacr. ) land ; purely becauſe Kneeling 1s contra 


| ſuam cuiqz Eccliſfie libertatem ry to the expreſs Command of 'Chriſt, . 8 


ſaluam reliquendam arbitra- muſt condemn the Judgment and* Pra-> 
mat, | | | 
| Qice- of all'the Reformed Churches be-- * 
yond the Seas, who all agree in-this, that the Geſture: . 
inthe A&t of Receiving is to be reckoned among things - 


Indifferent ;-and that whether we Sit; or Kneel, or Stand, - Uke 
. or -Receive Walking, we Tranſgrefs no Law-of God ; - Yiby 


and conſequently they prove my aſſertion true, that: 


Kneeling -is not contrary to any exprels — L "i | 


[57] 


more than any other, becauſe they allow of all Lawful in 
themſelves tobe uſed; which cannot conſiſt with an ex- 
preſs Command for the uſe of any one Geſture whatſo- 
ever. | ee 


Query IL 


' Whether Kneeling be not a Devotion . from that 
Example which Cbri$t ſet us at the fir$t In- 
_— ſtatution? | 


Or a full and fatisfa&tory reſolution of this doubt, I 
ſhall propound the four following particulars to 


the conſideration of our Diſſenting Brethren ; which I 


WE will endeavour with all Brevitie and Clearneſs to make 
'- good. 


- -T. That it can never be proved, ſo-as that the cons 
 feience may ſurely build upon it , what Geſture Chriſt 
| and his Apoſtles uſed at the Celebration of the Sacra- 
' ment. - | 
 * 2. Suppoſing that our Lord did Sit, yet his bare ex» 
ample doth not oblige all Chriſtians to a like practice. 
£ 3. That they who urge the example of Chriſt for our 
Rule in this caſe, do not follow it themſelves. 

4. That they who Kneel at the Lords Supper in com- 
plyance with the Cuſtom and Conſtitution of the Church, 


q | . domanifeſtly tollow the example of Chriſt, 


C2 Fiſh 


[18] | 
Firſt, 'The particular Geſture uſed by Chriſt and kis. 
Apoſtles at the Inſtitution and Celebration of the Sacra. 
' ment, can never be demonſtrated fo as that the conſci.. 
ence may ſurely build upon it. This I ſhall endeavour 
to make good theſe two ways. Firſt, we have no fare - 
ground for it in Scripture. Secondly, the Ciiſtoms ob-. 
ſerved by the Fews. render it very incertain and diſ.. 
_ putable. . 
as © All that can'be gathered from Scripture amounts 
Mar. 14. 22. £0 NO More than this, that as they were eating, or as 
they did eat, as the Phraſe is rendred in St. Mark, | 
Feſus took. Bread and bleſſed, it and brake-it , and gave 
it to his. Diſciples; and he took the Cup ( when he had *:.-* 
3 Cor. 11. 2%. Supped = {aith St. Paul ; after Supper ;. a5 St. Luke bath 
| Luke 22-20. jt ) and gave Thanks ; and gave tt to them, ſaying, Drink- 
ye all of it.. Now it's very clear trom this-account which 
the Scripture gives, that our Lord did-Inftitute and Ad-- 
miniſter. the Sacrament to his Diſciples, and that they ' 
did Receive it :: But whether Sitting, Kneeling, or Stand-- 
ing, is- no where mentioned, nor plainly determined. 
It's clear that: he Inſtituted this Holy Feaſt at the cloſs- * 
of the Paſchal Feaſt, for he took the Bread as they were Y 
Eating, and. the Cup when he had Supped; that he did: ur 
Celebrate the Paſſover according to the uſual manner of - wi 
Tuke 2: 14- the Jews in-thoſe times,. which was in a Diſcumbing.. * 
dvixem rs Poſture, on Beds placed about the Table, much after the 
Ma mianfier of our-lying or. leaning upon Couches, [Yet | 
_ © whether, after alk, the Apoſtles Received, or our Lord Ad-- 
miniſtred the Sacrament {till Sitting,after the fame man». | 
ner as they did at the Paſſover, is not expreſt, nor can- | -- 
it be certainly concluded from the Word of God. . The” nkyy, 
 _urmoſt-RrengtſP of their. Argument who urge vittug;: Nias 


in imitation of our Saviours example, 'can-ariſe to-no- yg 


more than this: That it's probable our Lord did notalter (TEN 
the Geſture he uſed at the Paſſover, when he Inſtituted © that 


the - 


Lind. 
the Sacrament. ' But who ſees 'not that a probability is 
far from a certainty | A thing may be really falſe, though 
it ſeem likely to be true: And that 'opinion which is 
ſpeculatively probable, may when reduced to practice 
become a great Sin and a great Error. Thus to refuſe 
ro Receive the Holy Sacrament Kneeling, and thereby 
negle& a known neceſſary Duty, and not onely ſo, but to 
diſturb the Peace, and break the Unity of the Church, 
upon a bare probability that our Lord fate, which we 
are not, cannot be ſure of, is a great fault in all who 
are guilty of it. For they appeal to an incertain ex+-- 
ample, 2gainft a-plain certain Command, viz. toreceive - 
the Tokens and Pledges of our Saviours dying love, and - 
to do this in Remembrance of him. They therefore who 
urge the example of Chriſt for Sitting at the Sacrament, 
and as a Plea againſt Kneeling, would do well firſt to 
make the example appear, and prove that he did Sit, be--- 
fore they preſsa Conformity. . 
2. If we conſult the Records of Fewi/ſh Antiquities, - 
and the Writings of Learned Men both Fews and Chri/ti- - 
'. ans, concerning the Paſſover and the manner of the Fews - 
Celebrating it, we ſhall find that they did not keep to - 
one and the ſame.Geſture throughout the Solemnity. 
For the Babylon and Feruſalem Talmad, Maimonides and - 
Buxtorf,” do certifie us that they did alter their poſture - 
at the Paſſover, though the Lying or Leaning poſture - 
'was generally and moſt Religiouſly uſed and obſerved 
WP at this Feaſt above any other. And the Scripture gives - 
Wk "ſome hints and intimations of .the Truth of what they - 
| deliver. | | 
I, It was the antient cuſtom of the Jews and of thoſe Gen. 12.4.15. - 
Eaſtern Countries at. their ordinary Feaſts and Enter- © 2: 24- 32. 
tainments to Waſh their Handsand their Feet, and eſpe- war -H 
cially at their Religious Feaſts to Waſh their Hands of- Luke 7.44 
ten. At the Paſlover they Waſhed: their Hangs thrice 


oa - 
[0 


Lage... RY 
at leaſt, according to the TalmudiFfs and the Authors 


Tratt. torecited. Which Ceremony could not well, nor was 


-Berachoth, 


Fefachin. Bot in all likelyhood performed during, their Lying or 


Maimon. Leaning, poſture on their left ſides, as their manner was. 
1n Chametz. 


Una, For the reaſon of their Waſhing at all, and fo frequent= 
-Buxtorf. Sy- 1y, was, that no legal Impuritie- or Uncleanneſs might | 
Dag. C13: cleave to them, .and to ſignify the great care they took 
' to keep this Solemn Feaſt Holy to the Lord. And as 
| they were Nice and Curious in Purifying and Waſhing 
vid.Buxt. Sy- FhemMfelves, fo in keeping the Beds, Table, Diſhes, and 
nagoga, c. 12- all other Utenſils neceſlary for this Feaſt, clean and free 
<P IO: from all pollution too. To Waſh fo often more than 
the Law required, and the general cuſtom of thoſe Eaſt- 
ernand hot Countries warranted, wasa Pharifaical Inver. 9M F 
tion, and ſuperſtitiouſly abuſed by them ; and, as ſuch, ff 
it's certain our Lord did not uſe it.; but that he did Waſh | rape 
ſometime before he Eat the Paſchal Supper, and after TW 
'he had Sat down as the manner was, there 1s little reaſon 
te doubt: and all that I infer from hence 1s, that when 
he Waihed, be.it once or twice, he altered his poſture, 
«vid:John 2.6, and in all probabilitie either aroſe from his Bed and went 
| to the place where Water and Veſſels were prepared 
and ſet for ſuch uſes, or had Water brought to him 
m-a Baſin, wherein he Waſhed either Sitting upright , 
or Standing ; whichare both different from that Geſture. 
which was peculiar and -properto the Paſſover. St. '-! 
Toba, in Chap. 13. 2, 4, 5. Verſes, will explain and 
Confirm this Cuſtom-we are ſpeaking of. There he tells 
us how that.Sypper being .ended ( that 1s, in a manner | 
or almoſt ended ; for by comparing the 12 and 26 and - 
27 Verſes together, we ſhall find plainly that they had 
not quite finiſhed their Supper ) Jeſus riſeth from Sup=> | 
fer, and laid afide his Garments, and took a Towel _ 
.and girded himſelf; and after that poureth Water into 


a 


cry s 
4 Baſin, and began to Waſh. the Diſciples Feet; There” 
are Learned Men. on both ſides, who think all this was yiq. gross 
done at the Feaſt of the Paſſover, and.that towards the ir loc. ” 
cloſe of it when he Inſtituted the Lords Supper ; but I. J773%”" 
ſhall wave this, and not infiſt upon 1t, becapſe, as [ Mark. 14. 2, 
hinted before, I believe, as the Learned Dr. Eightfoot 
doth , it was no more then an:ordinary or common: 
meal; and therefore I onely ſhall conclude thus much 
from. it, which I think is very probable : That it was: 
uſual with the Fews to Waſh: at their Feaſts, and-thar 
in Supper-time : And that our Saviour complyed with 
this cuſtom. To Waſh the Feet of rhe Gueſts was the- . 
Office of Servants, and it was altogether unuſual for the 
Maſter of the Feaſt to do; but our Lord, to ſet his Dif 
ciples anexample of Humility and-Charitable condeſcen- "LIEN 
tion one to another, performs this ſervile Office himſelf * CO 
towards them; which.he-might as. well have done after 
Supper, if it had not been uſual to have Waſhediin Supper- 
time. Seeing then it appears partly from Scripture, and 
partly from Ancient Monuments of Fewiſþ cuſtoms , 
_ that the Fews were wont - both before and at their 
Civil and Religious Feaſts to Waſh, and particularly at 
the Paſſover; then 1t's very probable our-Lord did fo: 
' too, and altered his poſture as they did; nay it is very: 
probable that our Lord, to make his Diſcipels under--- 
, - ſtand what he was about to do, did at the Inſtitution of- 
this new Feaſt , the Holy Sacrament of his Body and--. 
Blond, Waſh before it; and having changed the poſture 
that he was in before at the Eating of the Paſchal Sups - 
per, did not reſume it, ,but uſed a new poſture at this-- 
_ new Feſtival-Solemanity ; but what that-was, 1s not cer- - 
taun. | | 
2. At the beginning of the Paſchal Feaſt, the Jews. 
did -put themſelves into this Diſcumbing or Leaning _ 
poſture,- and uſed it. while they Eat and Drank the p- 
| r{t” 


[22] 
_—_— firſt Cips of Wine (for every Gueſt was obliged to | 
foremention- Drink four Cups at this Fealt. ) but at the third Cup, 
ed Writers called the Cup of bleſſing in their Language, and the 
Vid.Dr.Liebe. fourth ſtyled the Sorg or Pſalm-Cup when they Sung the 
foot-Hor. Heb, Hymn, there was no neceſlity of lying along ; and it's 
ha likely our Lord took an opportunity when he took the 
third Cup,to change the uſe and ſignification of it, and to 
Inſtitute the Euchariſtical Cup, called by St. Paul the 
:Cupof bleſting, r Cor. 10. 15. 
3, Before rhey Drank of the third Cup, the Maſter 
of the Feaſt took a piece of Unleavened Bread and brake 
See Mr:Ainf it, and after. he had Eat ſome himfelt, he offers the re- 
-worth a Lear- mainder to the reſt of the Company, to do the .like. 
. ned Non-Con- ; | , 
formiſt ings. Aﬀter this he proceeds to take fome of the bitter Herbs, 
42.8.1. and to dip them ina thick Sawce called .by.them Cha-' 
roſeth (which was formed in the ſhape of a. Brick, to - 
repreſent the hard ſlavery undergone .by their Fore- 
fathers .in the Brick- Kilns of Egypt) and commanded 
| all the Societie to follow his example. Now this was _ 
Buxt. Syn, e. not done in an inclining poſture, -2s the'Zewi/b NoRtors 
13-P-359. teach us; and they give this reaſon far ar, -becauſe this 
was to.put them in.mind of the. Egyptian Bondage, and 
therefore here they ſtood in all probability, becaule to cat 
Peſachin, fol. . Standing was the manner of Slaves, whereas Lying a 
ND. long after a.Lordly manner, was 1n token of that eaſe 
2” and reſt they enjoyed in the Land of.Cazaan, and of their 
redemptionfrom the-Houſe of Bondage. So often there- 
. fore as they Eat the bitter. Herbs, ſo olten they:changed 
their Geſture. 2 | 
- 4. Though the Fews in their Solemn Feailts uſed Di{- 
cumbing, Fet in bleſſing and giving rhanks before thoſe 
1n vita con- Feaſts they were, as Philo relateth, in a Standing Geſture, | 
oma Pe with their Eyes and Hands lifted up to-Heaven. And 3 
Allobro. edir. therefore it's no way probable that Chriſt and hisA poltles 
2513-p:995- ould continue in their Tablc-Geſture at the Rs 


| Ls 
of the Holy Supper, which is an higher Ordinance than 
the Paſſover: Becauſe this would be very unſutable to - 
fo great a Solemnity ; Eſpecially too, it Dr. Lightfoot's 
Opinion be true (and it may be ſo for any thing that 
appears to the contrary, ) viz. that Chrift changed the 
vl third Cupat the Paſſover, called the Cup of bleſling, into 
* theSacramental Cup ; becauſe it was the cuſtom of rhe 
Fews then, to alter their Table-Geſture that was pecu- 
liar to the Paſſover; and it's highly Improbable that our 
Lord would continue in the Table-Geſture contrary to 
the General and Currant Cuſtom of the Fews. They 
that don't think fo-as I do in this particular, will receive 
little advantage by being croſs. For if it may be ſup- 
poſed that our Lord Sate ſometimes when the Fews were 
wont to Stand, it may equally be ſuppoſed that he Stood 
ſometimes when the Fews were wont to Sit ; and what 
becomes of their Argument for Sitting at the Sacrament 
. after the example of Chriſt? becauſe that ſtands built 
-npon ſuppoſition that our Lord Sate art the Paflover, as 
the Fews did, and continued in the ſame Geſture when 
he Inftituted the Sacrament, which was before the Pa 
44 chal-volemnity was over. 1 will onely obſerve this brief- 
7 phy the way, and then proceed to ſhut up all upon this 
"FRO.  » 
That thoſe Nonconformiſts who cry out ſo vehement- 
Ay againſt. the Church for Impoſing, and her Members 
_ tor uſing a Kneeling Geſture, were very unfortunate in 
their choice when they pitcht upon Sitting, and urged it 
As the onely neceſſary Geſture to receive 1n,. in Confor- 
Mity.to our Saviours Prattice and Example: Becauſe the 
Standing Geſtare may be much better maintained and: 
defended than Sitting, and hath moreand greater proba- 
 bllitiesatrending it. 
gf It therefore variety of Geſtures were uſed by the 
a9. Jews at the Paſſover, and it no where appears from 
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Scripture that.our Lord did not comply. in.this matter ;. _ 
 tlien we cannot know. for certain. what the. particular . 

Geſture was which Chriſt. uſed at the Inſtitution of the _ 

Sacrament : it might be Lying. along, and it might be. -- 

Sitting upright; it might be Standing in an adoring pc--.. ww 

ſture, with his hands and eyes lifted up to Heaven ; which. # i 
15 much more probable than either of the-former,. for the 

reaſons forementioned.: we cannot certainly ſay which; - 

and yet we muſt be certain of one, before-we can build up-. 

on 1t as an. Infallible Rule of Conſcience. Eetit bethere- ].. 

fore granted to our Brethren-who differ from us in this + 

point, that our Saviour-Sate at the Paſſover, that the Sa--.. x 

crament was Inſtituted' by him before. the Paſchal Feaſt, 

was fully ended, that the Diſciples-Eat the Sacramental.-.. . jaw 

Bread; -and Drank the Sacramental Cup, in the ſame.po- 7. kuhi 3 

{ure astliey Fat and Drank at the Paſſover : What of all : 

this?. how. will-the-neceflity of a Sitting Geſture appear: + dv 

from-theſe; premiſes? Why, thus : Therefore our. Lord. 4 wy. 


. Inftituted and Adminiſtred the Holy Sacrament Sitting, .. X 
fay they. How doth this follow of courſe, Task? Since. « ; 


they Eat and Drank in ſeveral poſtures at the Paſchal.: he 
Feaſt | 


I confeſs the Argument had been ſtrong; if they could: -2 | 
make it appear, that throughout the whole Solemnity of: 1, 
the Paſſover no other Geſture but Sitting was. uſed by: :: . \ 
our-Lord. - But this I am ſure can never.be done; and: Was 
conſequently their concluſion can never be good:: . From: ..- Un 
the whole I concliide thus: much : Since,the example. - 
of -our Lord cannot be certainly'known-4n thus matter, . - ,," 
our Charch-:cannot. be: charged for deviating-irom it :. - 4: 
And conſequently; to feruple Conformity to the prattice- -. , 
of :our Church; becauſe.ſhe doth not. Conform: to the 
practice of Chriſt which no body cancertify us of, 1s very . - 
Unjuſt and Unreaſonable.. | 


- >, Suppoſing our Lord. did Sit as they will have it,” . iy 3 


WOT 
yet his bare example doth not oblige all Chriſtians to a 
likePractice. | 
1. Becauſe naked examples without ſome Rule or 
Note added to them to ſignify that it is the mind 
and will of God to have them conſtantly followed anu 
perpetually Imitated by us, have not the force of 
a Law perpetually obliging the Conſcience. Thus un 
our preſent Caſe, though our Lord did Sit at the Sa- 
crament, yet his example alone-doth not become an &- 
verlaſting Rule-for all Ages to obſerve, becauſe he hath 
no where diſcovered his binding will and pleaſure m 
this particular. - And conſequently, fince he hath left us 
in the Dark, we may at contrary to his will and in- 
tention, when we fo zealouſly preſs and follow his ex- 
_ atnple, eſpecially in this matter relating to Geſture. 'For 
- even under the Law, where all other Circumſtances of 
Time, Place, Habits, and the Ceremonies relating to Di- 
vine Worſhip,were with great particularity deſcribed, this 
of Geſture was left free and undetermined. God never ot- 
| liged them to.uſe any particular Geſture in any particular 
part of his Worſhip , but left it to their choice , whe» 
ther. to Kneel, or Stand, or Bow down their Heads and 
Bodies, or fall proſtrate on the Earth ; to uſe all, or an' 
one of theſe, as Cuſtom and their own Pious Prudence 
ſhould prompt and dire& them. Seeing then that the 
efture .in the Worſhip of God was never determined 
under. the Law : Since it was and is in its own "nature 
_ a Mutable Ceremony in the*Service of God, 'it remains 
10 unto this day.: OurLordJeft-itas he found it, unleſs 
1t can be -proved that he hath by ſome Command or 
Note of Inimutability fixt and determined it'to all ſuc- 
-ceeding Ages. - But beczuſe no ſuch Command or Note 
- 5 to be fun, :therefore-we are not 'tyed' in Conſcience 
_ to. a ſini. Imitation of his Example. A few inſtances = 
-will clear this' point, Our Lord waz -not Baptized till ; x. 
- D 2 he 
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tie was about” thirty years of Ape ; but this example 
iS. not eſteemed by-the generality of Diſſenters a Law 
or Warrant for us to deter our Baptiſm fo long. So- | 
he Inſtituted the Sacrament a little before his Death -- 
But is there no obligation upon us to receive it but when 
we are near our Graves, and under a Proſpect of Death ? 
He alſo Inftituted and Adminiſtred the Sacrament af.- 
ter a full Meal, in an upper Room, to Men onely. Doth-. 
his- bare example oblige us to obſerve punQually all” 
theſe Circumſtances, or no? Tf it doth, why do our Bre-- 
thren of the Separafion take the liberty to depart from- 
his example in theſe things 2- if his example layeth no:: 
neceſſity upon us to follow .it in theſe particulirs, how. 
doth Sitting become neceſlary. barely: upon the account- 
of his example 2: I'defire them: therefore Seriouſly. and- 
impartially to examine this matter, and ſee if they can: 
aſlign-- any: reaſons for this hberty they take of follow-- 
ing the example of our Saviour in ſome things, and not 
in others, where there-is no other Rule to guide-them: 
I-believe they-will be conſtrained to do one of theſe two+ | 
things; either to withdraw their Suit:againſt Kneeling,.. tv 
and quit their own Principle; or: condemn their own” | 
praCtices, as ſhamefully repugnant to it. ” 
2. The bare. example of Chriſt is-no Warrant for us* . ® 
to aft by, beeauſe the great end and uſefulneſs of that | 
Glorious example he lett us, conſiſts in this, vis. that* Ui 
it. ſhews the poſſibility , and-clears up the: ſenſe of his- 
Laws, and excites and encourages us-to the Pradtice- | 
of them ; it. puts- the Rule into aRtivity , and ſets it- 'l 
forth to- the-life. Tt. is-to our-lives, as Exhortation-iss - 
to *Dodrine, it- thruſts us: forward to do that which 
we were obliged in Conſcience to do before: What-- 
ſoever- our Lord:hath. Commanded\us to do; in that onely 
we are neceſſarily bound to. Imitate- him : But where. 
there. is. no. Precept , there .is no Neceſſity. We = 
| 0 : - 
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I Land. 
kN _ do it if wewill, and if we can innocently ( as zu the caſe” 
hey. . of a ſingle Life ) but we are not under Conſtraint, and 
| an indiſpenſable Obligation; He hath Commanded us 
to be Meek and Lowly, to be Juft and. Mercitul, to be 
Patient under all our Troubles and Afflictions, to fol-- 
. Tow Peace with all Men, to be ever contented and re- 
figned to the Will of our Heavenly Father in all States 
and Conditions of Life , and the like: And in all rheſe 
' things he became an Example to us, that we might fol-- 
low his-Steps. He Commands us to do what he per-- 
formed himſelf ; and that which we are concerned in, 
& if we would walk: ſurely, is firſt to look for. our” 
h| © Rule,. and then for our encouragement to look unto - 
FTeſus the Author. and Finiſher- of our Faith: It's true : 
indeed, we are Commanded in- Scripture to follow 
the Examples of the Apoſtles ſo far forth as they fol--- 
bw Chriſt, and the Example of our Lord is- made 
the . Touchſtone to try all others by ;. but: then: if we - 
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- . Would know-what'is out-Duty, we WS Ex- - 


. ample to- the Rule.. For as to Preach Chriſt and to 
| Preach the Goſpel, to Obey. Chriſti and Obey the , &,.-,;-.. 
> Goſpel, are Phraſes of alike Import it Scripture ;-fo in As 5. 42. 
like manner, to follow Chriſt, is all one with follow. nt — oo 
 ingtheGoſpel-Rule,. or doing as Chriſt did in obedience Heb. 5.9. 
. to his Commands. The Sum of all is this; An Example 2 - F. 8... 
may help to Interpret a Law, but of it ſelf it isho-Law : a 
| Apainſt a Ruleno Example isa Competent Warrant; and 
' If the Example be according to the Rule, it's not the 
Example but the Rule that is the Meaſure of our AQti-.- 
ONS. 
3: The bare Example of Chriſt is no Warrant for: 
| us to go by, becauſe he was an extraordinary: Perſon;:. 
| and did many things which we cannot, and many which. : 
Y we muſt not do. He Faſted 4o Days and. 40 Nights, - 
3 and ſpent whole Nights in Prayer ; he-wrovght many- 
. - Miracles,.. 


* Miracles; 'to' prove the Truth ' of: his Doftrine and his + ; 
Divine-Authority by,' that he was. the Meſſas, the Son 
« of God, and-Saviour of Mankind; he was a Prophetieat -; 
- Prieſt, by which Office. he was obliged to teach us the mui 
:. whole mind of God'in all things neceſſary to Faith and *;amnw 
. Salvation,-and to offer up himielf as a propitiatory S2z- gj 
.. Crifice for the Sins of theWorld. Nothing ( we ſhould 
 quickly-experiment ) would be more Vain and Fooliſh, , 
- than attempts of-an Imitation in ſome things : And ne- 
- thing more Wicked, than to think and believe we may ,. 
and ought to follow his example in others. To dye*to '\ 
Sin, and Crucify the Fleſh with its AﬀeCtionsand-Luſts, 
 $84:good way ( as the Scripture TeachesandWarrants ) 
_ of | Imitating our Lords Death- in a: Spiritual ' Senſe. ; 
So, to Die rather than-deny the Faith and Diſhonour our: | 
_ Saviour, is:great and Praiſeworthy ; but to Die for Sin, L : 
- either our own or-other Men's., to propoſe a'Metritori- * 
- ous Death to our Selves,-and by way of expiation, isa Sin © 
. of ſodeep a Stain, that the.Blood of Chriſt will not Waſh * 
..out :* For this in effe&t-is Trampling: upon and Vilify- W 
. ing of-the Precious Blood of our Saviour, and to: de- | 
. tract from: the Virtue and Merits of -his Sacrifice, :and- ' 
. thereby render4t weak and inſufficient to ſave us. Blind- 
by therefore to-follow the Example of Chriſt, is a certain W 
- WAY TO run intoError and Miſchief. We muſt then of | 
-:neceſſiry, if-we-wouid follow him ſafely, ſeek out for a 
' plain Rule:in the Word of God, or guide our Selves by Xt 
the Diftates of Reaſon and Prudence ; -and either way. tt: 
. 15.2 ſufficent Demonſtration that a bare'Example 1s not:to Ul 
be truſted to. Thoſe who urge therexample of Chrift wg; 
for Sitting, were ſomewhat ware of this, namely, that fy 
| his example, and thoſe of his Apoſtles, -arenot to be Imt. |} 
Gilleh:.a! : tated by us in all things; and therefore they lay down this 
-.gainitCer.! _ for their Maxim and Guide: | ER 
2"Þe $390, .We are bound to _ Imitate .Chrift., and: the r—_ " ay 
| : s . Age * IG 


foe. 
* dabla example of his. Apoſtles', in all things wherein it 
is. not evident . they had: ſpecial reaſons moving them. 
thereunts.;" hk & ;not...concern-us... But I would wilk-- - 
| lingly be informed. how we ſhall: be.ever. able. to know. - 
- When they acted: upon ſpecial-reaſons;-and-what they - 
were, that we may know our Duty, 1t-a. bare. Example -- 
withqut any Rule obliges us: Andif we guide our {elves -- 
by Scripture. or. Reaſon in this matter, then they are: the . 
- meaſures of the-Example. . Beſides, if we are not. to- T- - 
mitate them in. ſuch things. which they-were. moved 
; todo upon ſpecial-reaſons which did: not-.concern us, - 
ak then we are. obliged to-Imitate. their examples-in ſuch- .- 
ek; things. as. they did. upon general and common reaſons- - ' 
which-concern-us as well as-them, or weare.not obliged 
atall by any Example; and iffo, then thoſe reaſons are our-- 
Rule, to-which we are to reduce their Examples. : Without 
we. find ſome general-or-common-Reaſon, - we have no- 
- Warrant ( according to their.own Principle ) to follow 
their Examples;.-and when fuch:Reaſons do appear, then. 
It's not the examplealone.that:obliges us,but.Reaſon that 
approves the Example.....'To-bring their own-Rule to 
the caſe .in Hand : . How do:they. know but- our Lord 
©; Was moved to Sit at the Sacrament by.Special reaſons 
=. drawn from-that Time and Place, from the Feaſt of the 
mm" Paſſover to which-that Geſture was peculiar? How do 
'- they know but that our Lord might have uſed another 
' Gefture, if the Sacrament had been Inſtituted apart from: 
the Paſſover 2.-- 
_ The neceſſity of the time, made the Favs Fats the 
- Paffover after one-faſhion in Egypt, which afterward- 
. .cealing, gave occaſion to alter -it 1n Cazaax;':and how 
_ do.we know but that.our Lord. complyed with the pre-- 
*- ſentneceſlity, and that his Example ( if he did Sit) was- 
_. onely temporary, and not deſigned for a Standing Law 
perpetually obliging to a like prattice 2 If Chriſt ated, 
= | ©, - ___ UPors 
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:upen ſpecial reaſons, then we are not obliged, by their 
-own-Rule; and if hedid not, let them produce the reg. 
ſons if-they can, which make this Example of Chriſt of 
general and perpetual uſe, and to oblige all Chriſtians 
to follow.it. - When ever they do this, Iam ſure they - 
will expoſe their own Principle which they have built © *;, mn 
| ſo much upon, to theScorn and Contempt of the World; .. 
. Gill. 333, which is this: That the bare example of Chrift and good 
ems, Men -in Scripture, are a compleat Rule and Sufficient 
Warrant+ for our Adions, in eb things as we have ng 
Precept -or Prohibition for in the Word of God : That a * 
Chriſtians Duty in a great meaſure flows purely from Ex- 
amples Recorded in the Word of God, and not from the 
expreſs Laws of God , which he hath revealed to 
8, * | = en . : | 


4. It's abſurd to talk of Chiiſts Example apart from 
all Law and Rule, and to make that alone a Principle 


.of Duty diſtin& from the precepts of the Goſpel; be- 
cauſe Chriſt himſelf, all the while the World enjoyed the 
benefit of his example, governed his actions by a Law. 
For if we conſider him as a Man, like unto us in all' x 
things (Sin onely excepted) he was Born underthe ob- | 
ligation of the Moral and Natural Law ; asa Jew,-under 
the Moſaick Law;- as the Meſſias, ſent of God into the 
World to. compaſs the great Work of our Redemption 
hich he had freely undertaken , he til] aGted by Di- 
vine appointment, and was under the Goſpel-Law. He 
came to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, and to teach us the - 
xphole Mind and Will of God, and Exemplify to us what tj 
he taught and delivered. That which made that bitter 
and deadly Cup which ended his Days reliſh with him, 
Jokn 18. 171. was this conſideration, that it was a'Cup given him by 
his Father ,- and the Drinking it was agreeable to his 
will; and it was the comfort and ſupport of his Soul a | 
little before his Death, that he had finiſhed the ye | 
| | that | 


hand 4 
that his Father had given him. He frequently profeſ- 47 
{ed in his life- time that he did as his Father gave him 7444 2.407 
Commandment, and that it was his great buſineſs and Joh. 4. 34. 
delight to do the will of his Father ; and many ſuch ex- po 5 = 
_ preſlions he uſed, which may be conſulted at leifure. TF Joh. xo. 25. 
therefore we onely look to his Example, without con- Job 5-93). 
ſidering the various Capacities and Relations he bare, / 707 
both towards God and towards us, and the ſeveral Laws 
by which he ſtood Bound, which were the meaſures of 
his A&ions, we ſhall miſerably miſtake our way, and 
bewilder our ſelves; we ſhall Act like Fools, - when 
| we do. ſuch things as he did purſuant to infinite Wiſ- 
dom. Thus ( to give but one inſtance) if we ſhould Sub- 
je& our ſelves to the Law of Moſes as he did ( for he 
fulfilled the Ceremonial Law, which he cameto aboliſh) 
we ſhould thereby fruſtrate 'the great Deſign of the 
N Goſpel, and. of our Saviours coming into the World: 
\ , And yeteven this we are obliged to do, if his Example 
; Alone, be a ſufficient Warrant for our Actions. - 1 have 
_ ſaid the longer upon this Head, becauſe fo ill a uſe hath 
been - made of Scripture- Examples, and -to ſhew how 
far forth we may fafely ſteer by them, _ I ſcarce-know 
any one Doftrine ſo teeming and big with Error, fo Fa- 
. tal to. the Souls of private Perſons, and the Peace of 
Publick Societies both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical , .as that 
which teaches us: to Learn and Derive our Duty from, 
and to Fudge of the Goodneſs and Badneſs of our Attions by 
the Examples of Chrift, and good Men, over and above 
= - 5s are obliged to do by the Precepts and Laws of the 
 Ooſpel. 2 | 
3. They who urge the Example of Chriſt againſt 
Kneeling at the Sacrament, as our Rule to which we 
- ought to Conform, do not follow it themſelves. Becauſe 
the poſture he Inſtituted.the Sacrament in, which they 
fay was a-Paſſover-Geſture, was (if ſo) very different 
== E | from 


{ 32 ] 


from that which: they fo earneſtly plead for and uſe at 
this day. For that waz a Diſcumbing or Leaning 
Geſture on the left ſide, much after the- manner thar 
we lye-upon Couches, with the upper part of the body 
almoſt ere. It is agreed by all Learned Men, that this 
was the Ancient Cuſtom of the Fews in our Saviours 
time, and is ſo to this day at the Paſſover, by which 
Geſture they diſtinguiſh this Feſtival Night from all - 
thers. Now if the ſame Geſture were uſed by Chriſt 
at the Sacrament as was at the Paſſover, and his ex- 
ample makes it neceſſary and obligatory to all Chriſti 
ans, for what Reaſons and.by what Authority do our 
Diſſenting Brethren change it into Sitting upright, accor» 
ding to our Civil way and manner of Feaſting? When 
they tell us this, it will be very ealy to juſtify Kneel- 
ing by the ſame Authority which they ſhall alledge for 
Sitting ; and our changing the Geſture will be as. war» - 
rantable as theirs. - 'Unleſs they will ſay, that.they-alorie 
have 'the Power and Priviledge to recede from the Exz 
ample of Chriſt when and how far they pleaſe, but our 
Church hath not,nor any other upon the face of the Earth; . jy4, 
To fay-Sitting, as they do, comes nearer to the Geſture jp. ve 
uſed by our Lord at the Paſſover ;,: and:*coriſequenthy: Iiſa 
(as is ſuppoſed.) at the Sacrament, then'the Kneeling web be 
Geſture, according to the Cuſtom of our Church, will ,. = 
. do. them no ſervice: For there is no Room- for. this 
Queſtion, Who cometh neareſt to the Example, they or 
we? + when they-ought not. at all to vary,..if theykeep 
to their own- Rule: 5+ The Examnple-of Chriſt, - as it-48 bowl 
urged by them againſt Kneeling, equally Concludes.4e -. Ln 
gainſt all other Geſtures beſides what he himſelf uſed : 
And then the ſuppoſed Geſture which he obſerved binds 
to Lying along. For where we have nothing to go. by. . 
but his Pattern, we muſt cut exadtly by-it, or:elle. we | 
take a liberty to do rhat of our own heads for -whicht ' 
| | we 
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we. have no allowance: -'That is; we leave the Pattern 
-which we were obliged onely-to follow, and act. at ran- 
© . dom upon our own heads; and then the Pattern can- 
.not be alledg'd for .our Juſtification. Though our 
Church therefore -doth not fſtriftly-follow the Example | 
of Chriſt ( as is obje&ted ) by requiring all her Commu- 
nicants to-Kneel, yet they have no reaſon to complain 
and to ſcruple Communicating with us, who do not 
follow. it themſelves, but receive the Sacrament in their 
ſeparate Congregations in a Geſture different from what 
our Lord uſed-.at the firſt [aſtitutzon of .it. The Pref- 
byterians ( if one may Argue from their Practices to 
their Principles) lay very little ſtreſs on this Argument 
taken from the Example of Chriſt, For though they 
generally. chaots;to.Sit, yet they do.not Condemn Stand- 
ing as Sinful, :rUnlawtul- in its felf; and ſeveral are 
willing [to Receive it in that poſture, in our Churcites : 
- which ſurely is every whit as wide from the Pattern 
our Lord is ſuppoſed to have ſet us, ( whether heLay 
along or Sate upright) as that which is Injoyned and 
PraCtiſed by. the Church of .Engiand. There is too.a 
Confeſſed variation allowed of and_Praftiſed by the 
generality of Diſſenters, both Presbyterians and Indepen- 
dents, from the Inſtitution and PraQtice of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, 1n the other Sacrament of Baptiſm, For 
they have changed Immerſion or Dipping, into aſperſi- 
on, or Sprinkling and Pouring Water on the Face. Bap- mar. z. 16. 
tiſm by Immerſion or Dipping, is ſutable to the Inſti. Mar. 28. 19, 
tution of our Lord, and the PraCtice of his Apoſtles, 
and was. by them ordained and uſed *to repreſent-our 
Burial with, Chriſt, a Death unto Sin, and a New Birth rom.6.4.6.113 
unto Righteouſneſs, as St. Pauexplains that Rite. Now Col z. 12. 
it's very ſtrange that Kneeling at the Lord's Supper 
(though a different Geſture from that which was uſed 
_ atthefirſt Inſtitution ) ſhould becomea Stumbling-block 
—_ | E-2 if 
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in the way of Weak and Tender Conſciences, that 
it's more unpaſſable than the Alpes; and yet they can 
with Eaſe and Cheerfulneſs paſs by as great or a. greater 
change 1n the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and Chriſten as 
we do, without the leaſt murmur or complaint: Sit- 
ting, Kneeling, or Standing, were none of them Inſti- 
tuted oruſed to ſignify and repreſent any thing Effenti> 
al to the Lord's Supper, as Dipping all over was;' why 
cannot Kneeling then be without any wrong to the 
Conſcience, as Safely and Innocently uſed. as Sprink-- 
ling 2 How comes a Gnat ( to ufe our- Saviours-Pro- 
verb) to be harder to- ſwallow than: a Camel Or 
why ſhould- not the Peace and Unity of the Church, 
and Charity to the Publick, prevail with them- to Kneel 
at the Lord's Supper, as much ( or rather more ) as Mer- 
cy and Tenderneſs. to the Infants Body, to Sprinkle 
or pour Water on the Face, contrary to the firſt Inſtitu- 
tion? * - 

4. They who Kneel at- the Sacrament in- comply- 
ance with the Cuſtoms and Conſtitutions of+ the Church 
whereof they are Members, do manifeſtly follow the Ex- 
ample of Chrift: | | | 

For our Saviour complyed with that Paſſover-Geſture 
which . was at that time-commonly and' generally oþb- 

= LO. ſerved: by the Jews, but: cannot be pretended to be 

#519 the fame that was uſed at the firſt Inſtitution-of that 
Feaſt in Egypt: For: thus the Command runs, Exod. '\ 
T2. 11. And thus ſhall ye Eat it; .with- your  Loyns 
Girded, your Shoes on your Feet; and: your Staff in your 
Hand : And you ſhall Eat it in haſte; it is the Lord's Paſ- 
ſever. This, fay the Hebrew Doctors, was but a-tem- 
porary Law , futed: to the neceſſity of that time, and 
ſerved for. that Night onely, and did not oblige the fol- 
lowing Generations in the Land of Canaay. For-thus 
they comment.upon-it: Four things. were contained Zo 
| __ 
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this Law, which did not oblige but for that night-at the Vid. I _ 
Paſſover in Egypt. 1. Eating of the Lamb in their Houſes +57 
diſperſed in Fgypt. 2. Taking up of the Lamb from rhe 
tenth Day. 3. Striking the Blood on their Door-Poſts. | 
4. Eating in Haſte. Here the Geſture 1n all probability 
was Standing, though it be not expreſly mentioned: 
Howſoever, it was different from that uſed by the Jews 
in our Saviours time, which was a Geſture denoting 
-Eaſe and Reſt, and their deliverance from Egyptian Bon- 
.dage. And our Lord's Complyance with this Cuſtom. 
may teach-us thus much, That we ſhould not be ſcru- 
pulous about Geſtures, but conform to the Innocent 
and prevailing Cuſtoms of the Church whereſfoever we 
live. To this Praftice St. PauFs Rule well futes ; Not phil. 4. 8. 
_ .onely, Whatſoever things are True, and. FuFt, and Lovely, 
and Pure, and: Honeft, but, whatſoever things are of 
good report-, ( 4. e. well ſpoken of, or laudable : ) Not wenus- 
onely , If there be any-vertue, but if there be any praiſe, & miraaQe. 
(if any thing be much approved of.in Common eſteem, | 
or is made commendable by Cuſtom ) we are to think its. 
(or-make account of theſe _ and conform our pra-- 
Etice to them. And if Chriſtians in the ſeveral places 
of their abode did-walk according. to this Rule, they 
| would greatly promote the Peace and Welfare of the 
Church of Chriſt, and in ſo doing procure quiet and 
Peace to themſelves , with unſpeakable Comfort and 
' datisfaftion. Whoſoever would ' be. eſteemed and. re- 
.  wardedas a Peacemaker, andavoid the ill reputation and Mar.:s. 5. 
- guilt of a Turbulent Perſon, ought among other things 
carefully to obſerve this, viz. to Submit to, and Comply 
with the Inn6cent Cuſtoms of the Church whereof he 
ta Member: For thus the fame Divine Writer ( af 
ter he had Argued: againſt Womens being Uncovered 
in the publick Aſſemblies) concludes all after this man- i cor. :1. 6, 
ner: If. any Man ſeem 10. be Contentious:; we - have no 
> ſuch 


ſuch Cuſtoms , nor the, Churches of God. © Pray by the 
_ way let this be obſerved trom this place, That we may Four 
Lawfully do ſome things in the Worſhip and Service of "ur 
God, for which we have no Command or Example in 
Scripture, or elie St. Pau/'s Argument from Guſtomis of - 
a  : ST Een 
To ſum up all upon this ſecond Query : -Seeing that 
we. can never be certain of the particular Geſture uſed 
by Chriſt -at the Inſtitution .of the Holy-Sacrament : 
Seeing his bare Example ( ſuppoſing he did Sit ). doth 
not oblige us in Conſcience to Imitatet-:. Seeing they I, 
who urge his Example do not follow it themſelves, even. #9 
in that particular -they-urge it for : Seeing Conformity 
.. ito the Geſture preſcribed by-Law, - is a plain ' Confor- 
mity to :the Example and Practice-of Chriſt,  conſider- | 
+ed-as to the Equity, Reaſon, .and Spiritual Meaning.and 
Inſtruftion of it. I think no Man can reaſonably obje&t 
againſt Kneeling, and ſcruple in Conſcience a Confor- qn an 
0 to it, as being repugnant to the Example of our - 
Lord. s | — © 


ol 
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' Query NIL. _ 


Whether Kneeling be not altogether Unſuta-- 
ble and Repugnant to the Nature of the 
 - Lord's Supper, as being no Table-Ge- ” 
—_——  - | 


Efore I proceed to the Caſe it ſelf, it will be re- y 
B quiſite to premiſe ſomething which may explain 2h 
the true ſenſe of it ; and Diſcover upon what G__ SY 
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"Wi. and Reaſons. our Diſſenting Brethren build their ſcruples 
I - againſt Kneeling, as- being no Table - Geſture. ' By a 
Table-Geſture: we are to uriderſtand thus much ; That 
- at the Lord's Supper we ought in their Judgment- to 
aſe the fame Geſture as we do. at -our ordinary Meals 
and Tables, at our Civil Feaſts and Entertainments : 
* And becauſe divers Geſtures are uſed at Meals, accord- 
 - ing to the different Modes and Cuſtoms of ſeveral Na- 
tions,. therefore we are obliged to uſe that at the: Sa- 
TN crament, which the Cuſtom of our Country hath pre- 
t” ſcribed at our Ordinary and Civil Meals. Thus ( faith. 
|. the Author of Altare Damaſcenum, a Stout and Learn- | 
ed Champion for a Table-Geſture, Sitting croſs-legged' Altar. Dam. 
as the Turks do- at their Meals, would be amongFt- them 1% 
(if they were Converted) a Comely faſhion of Receiving 
the Lord's Supper. The Sacrament is a Supper, a Feaſt, niqgu.againft* 
a Banquet, and therefore requires a Supper, a Feaſt, a Knecling, p.2- 
Banquet - Geſture: * And ſuch a Geſture muft be uſed as *' 5% 384: 
- ' Standeth with the Cuſtom of the Country. Tn no Nation 
. was it ever held Comely to Kneel at their Banquets, or- Abridgment 
- to Receive their food Kneeling. So that according to the peo - 
. ſenſe"of their own Writers, and great Patrons of Sit- 75; 29%” : 
fig; [this 15 the reaſon' why*they queſtion the-Lawful- 37. fe forth 
nels of Kneeling : That the Geſture at the Lord's Ta- Reipy TAOn's 
ble ought-to- be the fſatrie with that which 'we uſe and ; 
obſerve at our Ordinary Tables, according: to the Cu- 
| 4 and Faſhion of our Native'Country wherein we 
| +; . 9-n ph | . ED OS ER £5 | SY 4 Wn 
. . **And then the full-Import and meaning-ef 'the Query 
is-this: © Whether the nature of the Sacrament; confidered © 
48 a Feaft, doth not require and oblige us to Sit and not 
Kneel, becauſe Sitting and not Kneeling is the Ordinary _ 
Oper, cd Blas to the Mode and” Faſhion of Eng- 
_— CR EO 
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Here the Reader may obſerve, that this Argument 
for Sitting, drawn from the nature of this Holy Feaſt, 
quite overthrows the two. former. Arguments drawn 
{rom the expreſs Command and Example of our Savi- 
our, and renders them uſeleſs and unſerviceable to their 
cauſe. | 


y yg For they don't fay we are obliged to. uſe the ſame 
Geſture with our Lord, but only a Table-Gelture,though 
never ſo different from that which he ufed, according 


to the Cuſtom of our Country where we live. Vart * 
- ous Geſtures, according to the Variety of Faſhions and 


Uſages of ſeveral Nationsat their Common Feaſts, may 
be all-Comely and Sutable to the Nature of this.Holy 
Feaſt. . According to this Argument, therefore, we are 
not obliged to Sit, becauſe Chriſt did at the Sacrament ; 
and then his bare Example is no Rule to us in this 
matter. His Example was Governed and Guided by 


the Nature of the Sacrament, and the Cuſtom of the | 


Jews. - | — 
Our Lord Inſtituted-the Sacrament before the Paſchal 
Feaſt was over, and he continued in the ſame poſture 


which he uſed at the Paſſover, fay they, and that was 


xaihi 
aCh the 


Sitting. Suppoſe this, what follows 2 Why therefore | 


-weare bound to Sit too, after his Example. No, by no 
means, fay I, unleſs it be the Cuſtom of our Country 
to Sit at our Meals, and Sitting be our Common. Ta- 
ble-Geſture : Which is the ſtrength of this Argument 
drawn from the Nature of the thing, if we may believe 


what they fay themſelves. 


- 


2. Again, if the Nature of the Sacrament requirea Ta- 

 ble-Geſture, and we are obliged to uſe that in particular 

which ſtandeth with the Cuſtom of our Country, and the: 

Geſtures may be different according as their Cuſtoms; 

differ, then God hath no where Commanded the . 
h 0 
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— ly -''of any particular Geſture, nor obliged all Chriſtians in - 
"U. all-places to obſerve one and the fame. | | 
3- And then Thirdly , we may Lawtully obſerve 
ſome things in the Worſhip of God, for which we have 
no'Command or Example in the Holy Scriptures, if 
this Argument of the Table-Geſture be good. And 
this principle, viz. that we ought not to do any thing 
in the Worſhip of God,. but what we have ſome Com- 
mand or Example for in Scripture, 1s the great batter- 
ing Engine which hath been conſtantly imployed a- 
\ gainſt the Ceremonies enjoyned by our Church; and 
 1t 64 Principle wherein the Myſtery of Puritaniſme doth ——_ —g 
conſiſt , as Bifhop Sanderſon Notes. Therefore it be- yi V;2r, ” 
hoves our Brethren not to be fond of this Table-Geſture, 
as they love the Life of their Cauſe. I am ſure no 
greater Argument can be afforded of a routed baf- 
fled Cauſe in the matter of Sitting at the Sacrament, 
than to ſee the Patrons of it running up and down 
in Confuſion, and flying for Refuge ſometime to the 
_ Command of Chriſt,then to his Example; when driven 
- outthere, then to the Nature of the thing and Civil 
Cuſtoms, and about again to the Example. For thus 
 - the Authors of the fore-mentioned Tradts do. Thus - 
much being premiſed , I proceed to Conſider the Qye- 
ſtion propoſed ; [for the Reſolution whereof, I ſhall 


x1. Enquire into the Nature of the Holy Sacrament, 
3 that ſo we may truly underſtand what Geſture is agree- 
. able or repugnant toit. 


© 2. Shew thatthe Nature of the Lord's Supper doth 

; Not abſolutely require and neceſlarily oblige us to ob- 

ſerve a Common Table-Geſture, in order to our wor- 
thy Receiving. | 

- 3- That Kneeling is very Comely , and agreeable bo 

A In F me 
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the Nature of the Lord's Supper , though no Table- 
Geſture. | 
4. That the Primitive Church and Ancient Fathers 
had no ſuch notion of the neceſſity of a Table-Geſture 
as is maintained and urged by Diſlenters. 
[.. As to the Nature of the Sacrament, TI ſhall en- 
deavour to diſcover it under theſe following Heads. 
Firſt, the Sacrament in-the Holy Seripture is called: 
the Lord's. Table , and the Lord's Supper,. and 
and Banquet, by the Ancient Greek-Fathers, becauſe of. 
that Proviſion and Entertainment which our Lord hath. 
made for all: worthy Receivers. It is ſtyled a Supper 
- anda Feaſt , either becauſe it was Inftituted by Chriſt 
_ at Supper-time,at- night ; or becauſe it repreſents a Sup- 
per and a Feaſt: And ſo it 1s not of the fame Nature nk 
with a-Civil and Ordinary Supper and Feaſt, though it: at 
bear the fame name. There is ſme reſemblance be- jil ly. 
tween this Holy Feaſt and Civil Feaſts; and the ſhew-- _ ij 
ing wherein it lies-,. will in part explain its Nature:. 
There are - three- things Eſſential and Neceſſary to a: imtd6Re 
Feaſt, and included in-the notion of it :- Plenty , good: ww wml n 
' Company, and, Mirth: And upon the account of theſe,. | 
the Sacrament is (conſidered- in its own Nature)! 
properly. a Banquet; a Feaſt ; but then it isa Heavenly: 
and Spiritual.one, conſiſting of Spiritual Graces and: 
benefits, Communion with Chriſt and with all true be-- 
| lievers, ſignified by , and tendered under the outward - 
Elementsof Bread and Wine : and even in theſe three 
particulars which are Eſſential to it,conſidered as a Feaft,. - 
and are neceſſary ingredients into all Feaſts whatſoever, . , "Ul 
it very much differs front Civil and Ordinary Feaſts.: . ; /"Wy 
For though there be Plenty , yet it doth not conſiſt of: My( 
Variety. of Diſhes, to gratifie our Palats, or fatisfie our- \* 
Hunger , as other Featts do, and particularly the Paſ-- Wy 
* foyer did, . where the Body was filled and Feaſted . N 
| | well: 


Fed's - 7itual Feaſt , and the Table a Myſtical Table ; and the Fa no 
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well as the mind. The proviſion wherewith our Lord 
hath Furniſhed out his Table, is not of an Farthly and 
periſhing, but of - an Heavenly and Immortal Nature, 
.even the Body and Blood of Chriſt, which we Spiritu-' 
ally Feaſt upon. : 
' Alas, if we only fix our Eyes and Thoughts upon 
what is placed on the Table , and thoſe ſmall portions 
of Bread and Wine allotted us to Eat and Drink ,. with- 
out lifting up our Hearts .(as *. our Church exhorts us * $9 $:.cyy 
todo , by the Miniſter, in her Communion-Office) to OE. 
thoſe Heavenly and Inviſible good things, couched «pound rf, 
under, and ſignified by the outward Elements of Bread Exhort.of the 
_ and Wine, what isthere in all that we ſee that deſerves Con 
the name of a Feaſt, or can by the help of any figure nion. Cyp. de 
(but an Irony) .be called by that name? Did ever any 975 20m . 
- Maneſteem that a Feaft , where there was not Meat gnczniis Ave. 
enough to fill his Mouth , nor Drink enough to de ver.Relig. 
quench his thirſt > It is upon the account therefore of © 7 
. thoſe Inviſible and Spiritual good. things, wherewith 
the Souls, not the Bodies of worthy Communicants 
are Strengthened and Refreſhed (of which the Bread 
' and Wine are but the Types and Shadows) that the 
Sacrament is,and may truly be called.a Feaſt or Banquet. 


. And for this reaſon + the Greek Fathers called it a-Spi- Sr. cbr. in 


ee, Naz. 


 - . Cup, rhe Cup of Myſteries : and the Sacrament, take it orar. 40. 


all together , was by them Styled the Myſtical Supper, Athanaſius, 

the Myſtery, and Myſteries , as ares h_ to array 

the Eye,and another tothe Mind. ___ andothers, 
2. AsPlenty is one neceſſary ingredient into the Na- 

ture @ a Feaſt, ſo alſo is Choice and Sele&t Company. 

Feaſts%re made in expettation of Friends and Acquain- 

tance. A Man may Dine alone, but in Proper and Or- 

_dinary Speech, no Man is faid to Feaſt alone. Now 

though the Sacrament doth reſemble' our Common 


F 2 Feaſts 
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Feaſts in this Particular (and therefore hath obtained {xl 

the name of Communion, and the Gueſts Communi. 
 cants, which Phraſes do naturally import Number or 

Society :) yet.if we conſider what the perſons are that ;of(y 

conſtitute this Soctety,and with whom Communion is' 7; 

held , the Nature of this Spiritual Feaſt will further 

2PPcar. | | 

And' truly our Communion: is with God the Father, 

Son, and Holy Ghoſt , the three Divine Perfonsof the *' 

Holy Trinity; though principally our Lord Jeſus, the - 

Maſter of this Feaſt , inand through whom weall have : 

acceſs by one Spirit to the Father ,” as St. Paul ſpeaks. * 
Fhis- high and ineſtimable priviledge and Honour of *! 

. being admitted into the Preſence of God, ;and hold- * 
ing a friendly Correſpondence and Converſe with him * 
at his Table, is founded on the Blood of Chriſt, which: 

_ we thankfully Commemorate at this Solgmnity, by : 
which we who were: afar off are made nigh, as the fame 
Divine Writer hath it. Moreover,by Eating and Drink- * 

 ingat the Lord's Fable , we are United. to, and hold 
Communion with all Faithful Chriſtians and worthy Ut 
 Communicants, the Members of his Myſtical Body the ſz 
Church , whom he hath redeemed and: cleanſed by his Wa 
moſt precious Blood. And that which qualifies a Man * 
for fuch Communion , - doth. not Conſfift in External: 

 Garbs or Ornaments.of the Body , but in Holy and 

 Virtuous- Diſpoſitions of Soul, in a Penitent, Humble, Wi 
Charitable, Thankful, and Obedient Heart. | | 

3. Another thing neceſſary to a Feaſt is Mirth- and ' 
Joy, (which implies alſo good diſcourſe) and in- this. 4 
roo the Sacrament reſembles our Common Feaſlk But 

then the Joy:is. of a Spiritual Nature ,.and flows irom | 

different Cauſes. | _ 
Not from what we 'Taſt and See; not. from our AP- yg, '4 

petites and. Phanſics pleaſcd and. tickled with the rt Wer 
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neſs and Variety of Diſhes which. adorn the Table , 
nor from our Blood and Spirits raiſed and fermented 
by generous Wines; but ſrom Divihe and Heavenly 
Conſiderations. From the Boundleſs and Unaccoun- 
table Love of God in ſending his onely Begotten and 
Beloved Son into the World, to lay down his Lite and 
ſhed his Blood asa propitiation for our Sins; from the 
wonderful Condeſcention of our Dear Lord and Ma- 
ſer,. in. undertaking this-hard Task, in appearing Clo- 
thed with our Eleſh-in the form. of a Servant, and at. 
laſt Humbling himſelf to the Death. of the Croſs for 
our Sakes; from the Victory he hath gained for us over 
Death and Hell, and-all the Spirits of Darkneſs; from 
the-miraculous Redemption he hath. wrought, and the 
Right and Title to Eternal Life, which he hath purcha- 
ſed for us Sinful Duſt .and Aſhes,. by his own- moſt 
- Precious Blood. This 1s the ſecret Language and Dif- 
courſe of every Devout Chriſtian at this Holy Feaſt, 
and with theſe kind of Meditations he refreſhes and de- 
* lights himſelf. So-that from the whole we may con- 
' clude, that the Lord's Supper isin its ewn: Nature tru- - 


 Tyand properly a Feaſt, though vaſtly different from - 


Common and Ordinary. Feaſts throughout, even. in 
. thoſe things wherein it ſeems to be like them. . As to 
'the ſeveral Names and Phraſes by which. the Nature 
' of it.is deſcribed, they are:figurative, and borrowed from 


* ' Civil Entertainments : but although. it hath received 


the ſame names, and 1s repreſented.by Phraſes that pro- 


 perly ſute to Ordinary Feaſts, yet the Lord's Supper 
differs in- its Nature from Civil Banquets, as much as: 


þ' Heaven and Earth, Body and Spirit, differ in theirs. 


AS to the Bread and Wine which we ſee. and taſt , they 


b+. are only Signs and Types of the rrue Spiritual Feaſt, 


and ſerve toraiſe our minds to, and whet the Appetites- 
at. our Souls. after Celeſtial.and Heavenly Enjoyments. 
et FEhus: 


9 9 
Thus much may ſuffice to inform us what the N- 
ture of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is, conſide- 
red barely as a Feaſt. 
2, For a further Diſcovery of its Nature, we are to 
be minded that it is a Feaſt upon a Sacrifice for Sin, 
x Cor.11.26. wherein we are particularly to, Commemorate the 
Death of 'Chriſt by way of expiatien for the Sins of the 
_ World. | | : 
3- It was Inſtituted in Honour of our Lord,our great 
. BenefaQtor and Redeemer ; where we meet to preſerve 
an Eternal memory of his Wondrous Works , to bleſs 
.and praiſe him, and ſpeak good of his Name. And thus 
partaking of the Lord's Supper is a proper A& of Chri- --bltt 
ſtian Worſhip performed to our Saviour. It's the Wor- i5litute 
ſhip of God manifeſted in our Fleſh , and of our Cru- may! 
cified Lord, who:ſubmitted himſelf to a Vile and Tor- 
-menting Death for- the ſake of us Vile and Miſerable 
_ DInNers. - 
4. The Lord's Supper is a Myſterious Rite of Religt- 
ous Worſhip, which as it reſpe&ts God the Father, hath 
the Vertue and Efficacy of a Thankſgiving anda Prayer, 
as the Sacrifices under ' the Law had. For our defires hy} 
and affetions may be ſignified by Attions as well as jy 
Words, and by Ceremonies as well as Speech : And: 
 withreſpeCt to this Notion and End of the Lord's Sup- 
ones Eoag Par It was Anciently Stiled the Liturgy and the Eucha- 
Epheſ Fain riſt ; which laſt-name, as it was given to it in the' moſt - 
- Mar.inDial. early Ages of the Church, fo it ſtill retains the fame 
TOS - among all the Chriſtian Churches to this day. 
5. The Lord's Supper was Inſtituted to be a Faxde- © 
ral or Covenanting Rite between God and all worthy yy" 
Luk. 22.19, Communicants: Where, by permitting us to Eat and 
a Cor.11.24 Drink at his Table , he ſignifies that we are 1n a State 
| of Peace and Friendſhip,and in a Covenant-relation with 
him ; and we by coming to his Table , and Eating and 
Drinking 
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Drinking in his prefence, do own him to be our God 
- and Saviour, and in effe&t plight our trothtohim, and 
| Swear Fidelity and Allegiance to him : we take the 
Sacrament upon it (as we ordinarily ſay) that we will 
not henceforth. live unto our ſelves, but to him alone 
that Dyed for us, and gave himſelf for us an Offer- 
ing .and a- Sacrifice to God., for a Sweet Smelling Sa-- 
Rr. | 
6. The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was Inſtitu-- 
' ted for this further end, vzz. to be a means to Convey 
and Apply to us the Merits of that Sacrifice which: 
- Chriſt offered for Sinners on the Croſs ;. and asa Pledge 
to aſſure us thereof. | 
7. It was inſtituted to-be a:Sacred Bond of Unity 
and Concord among. all Chriſtians, to engage and dit-- 
poſe us to Love one another, as our Lord Loved us,-. 
who thought not his-Life too dear,-nor his Blood too - 
much to part with; for our Sakes.. : 
This is a ſhort, - and, ſo far as it ſerves my preſent de-- 
ſign, a full account of the Nature of-the Lord's Supper. 
If the Reader deſire to ſee theſe things: (which I have but 
touched upon) more largely proved and explained, let 
him for his fatisfa&ion. conſult thoſe two excellent Diſ- 
courſes - (among many. others ) that paſs under theſe 
names, viz. 1. The Chriſtian Sacrifice. 5. Diſcourſe of Re- Set forth by | 
ligious Aſſemblies- ET 2 th ba 
- lock. 
Howſoever, by: what hath-been' ſaid it appears, 
that the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is of a com- 
plicated Nature, and Inftituted for various ends ; that it 
_ ts vaſtly different both in its nature and ends from Civil 
and Ordinary Feaſts: And therefore I conclude that we ' 
are not. at this Religious Feaſt .to guide our Selves by 
the Rules of Common Table-Fellowſhip, but by more 
Religious and Spiritual Conſiderations. Which leads *- 
j me-- 


_— ” 
me to the ſecond thing propoſed for the Reſolution 
-of the preſent Caſe. | : 
. 2. That the Nature of the Lord's Supper doth not 
.abſolutely -require and neceſſarily oblige us to obſerve 
a Table-Geſture', in order to a right and worthy Re- 
-ceiving of it. The Reaſons that I ſhall offer for the 
- Proof of this, are theſe: | | 
1. If theNature of the Sacrament conſidered as a 
| Feaſt neceſlarily requires a Table-Geſture ,then the Na- 
- tureof the Sacrament conſidered as a Feaſt equally con- 
cludes for all other Formalities which are either Eſſential . 7 
_ toall CivilFeaſts whatſoever, or to all Feaſts as they ot- muodhjc 
- tainamong us. For if Sitting be neceſſary, purely becauſe iO 
; the Nature of a Feaſt requiresit , then all other Circum- 
Nances which the Nature of a Feaſt requires, will be e- 
. -qually neceſſary too. But our Diſſenting Brethren will 
 y no means allow of this, nor think themſelves obli- 
ged to obſerve all other formalities,though equally ſuta- 
"ble and agreeable to the Nature of a Fealt as Sitting is : 
Though tor what good reaſon,] am perfectly in the dark. 
' For x. As they omit many things at the Sacrament 
that are as agreeable to the Nature of a Feaſt as the * t val 
| Table- Geſture is ; So they ' obſerve ſeveral Modes "tit 
and Circumſtances which are not agreeable to the I; wits 
nature of a Feaſt, as the Cuſtom of our Country - 
ſtandeth. For inſtance, at our Common and Ordi- 
nary Feaſts it's very ſutable and agreeable to Laugh, 
to Talk, and Diſcourſe together ; to Congratulate one 
anothers welfare, to enquire of the State of abſent 
Friends and Acquaintance,to Sit with the Head Cover- 
ed, to Fat plentifully and Drink Frequently, toCarve 
and Drink to one another. It is further neceſlary and 
convenient , that at ſuch Feaſts the Gueſts ſhould be 
well attended with Servants and Waiters,, who are not * | 
. allowed to Sit down at the Table with thoſe who: are 


Invited. 


Wy "OT 
Invited. It's agreeable that the Gueſts ſhould, if they 
pleaſe, help themſelves and their Friends where they like. 
And yet theſe (and many other things of this Nature ) 
though very ſutable to, and commoniy prattiſed at 
uy our Ordinary Feaſts, are not allowed of, nor practiſed 
F Ng;  \ by, nor urged as neceſſary to be obſerved at the Sacra- 
” . ment by our Diſſenting Brethren. But why they 
nay | thould plead for and urge the. neceſſity of a Common 
eb,  Table-Geſture as Leing agreeable to the Nature of a 
_—__ | Feaſtor a Banquet, and at the ſame time think there lyes 
Wiklegi, no neceſſity at all upon them to obſerve other Forma- 
I lities equally agreeable to the Nature of Civil Feaſts, 
:and warranted by cuſtom as much as vitting, 1s the great 
knot of the Queſtion, and that which puzzles me, Icon- 
els, tounty. : 
2. They obſerve ſeveral Modes and Circumſtances 
, at the Sacrament, which-are not agreeable to the Na- 
ture of a Feaſt or Supper, nor to the cuſtomary way of 
' . Feaſtingamongus. For example : The Sacrament (fay 
They) 15a Feaſt, a Supper; and requires a Feaſt, a Sup- 
per-Geſture; and then too ( fay TI) it requires a Sup- 
"  Per-time. It is called in Scripture the Lord's Supper , 
... and it was Inſtituted the ſame night in which he was 
' © betrayed; and it's clear that our Lord Adminiſtred it 
at Even, and that late, at the cloſe of the Paſchal Feaſt. 
' Now the Nature of a Supper, according to Common 
-- uſe and acception, requires the Evening or Night, as the 
'- Proper and peculiar ſeaſon for it ; and yet our Diſſen- 


”F ting Brethren make no ſcruple of Communicating at 
' .. Noon. | | 
It's not agreeable to the Nature of a Feaſt, that one 

of the Gueſts, and the Principal one too, ſhould fill our 

the Wine, and break the Bread, and diſtribute it to 
' _ the reſt of the Society ; but this the Diſſenters general- 

ly allow of and. praGtice at the Holy Communion. . It's 


nor 
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not agreeable to the Nature of a Feaſt, to Sit from the 
Table, diſperſed up and down the Room. In all pyt- 
lick Feaſts there are ſeveral Tables provided, when one 
15 not big enough to receive the Gueſts; and yet theDiſ. 
ſenters generally receivein their Pews, ſcattered up and 
down the Church ; and think one Table is ſufficient . + 
though not capable of receiving the twentieth part of the 
Communicants, in ſome large Pariſhes and numerous 
Aſſemblies: And where they are few in number, thar 
rhey may come up to and Sit at the Table, they general- 
ly are againſt it (eſpecially the Presbyterians ) and think 
they are not obliged to oblerve that formality, though 
conſtantly praQtited-at-Common and Civil Entertain- 
ments. It's by no means agrecable to the nature ofa Feaſt 
to be Sorrowful.. 'To Mourn and Grieve at a Feaſt, is 
as Indecent and Unſutable, as to Lavgh at a Funeral. 
But ſure our Diſſenting Brethren will not fay, that to 
come to the Sacrament with a Penitent and a broken 
Spirit, to come with a hearty Sorrow for all our Sins, 
which cauſed much Pain and Torment to our Deareſt 
and Greateſt Friend, our ever- Bleſſed Redeemer : 'To 
refle& upon the Agonies of his Soul in the Garden, the 
Bitterneſs of his deadly Cup, the Torture he endured 
on the Croſs, with a deep Sympathy and Trouble for 
the occaſion, they will not ſurely, I ſay, affirm that ſuch 
a diſpoſition of Heart and Mind is improper and unſu- 
table to the Nature of this Holy Feaſt which we Solem- 
nize in Commemoration of his Death for our fakes. 1 
make no doubt but all Pious Difſenters bring along with 
them to the Sacrament ſuch a temper ; but this they 
ought not to do, if their Rule hold good, viz. That at 
this Feaſt we ought to be guided by the Rules of Com- 
mon Table-Fellowſhip. | 

2. The Nature of the Lord's Supper doth not neceſ- 
farily require a Common Table-Geſture, becaule it's not 
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of the ſame Nature with Common and Ordinary Feaſts, 
It is very ill Logick, as well as ill Divinity to argue from. 
Natural and Civil things to Spiritual ; to conclude that 
becauſe they agree in their names, they are of the ſame 
Nature, For example : When any Man , who hath 
ed a looſe, ſenſual, wicked Life, is awakened and excited 
by the Grace of God to conſider and take up, to mind 
Heavenly things, and to breath after God, and Chriſt, 
and Eternity ; to alter his mind and his manners, and 
. lead quite another Life from what he did before, this Per- 
ſon: is in- Scripture - Phraſe ſaid to be Regenerate and 
Born again. But if we would go about to judge of 
the true Nature of Regeneration and the new Birth 


M purely by the Correſpondency it holds with the Na- 


tural Birth, and argue from the Natural to the Spirt- 


.” tual, we ſhould Entertain very groſs and filly Concep- 
_ tions of Regeneration , and greatly miſtake the Nature 


of it. How ridiculous would it be to preſcribe the ſame 
Rules to be obſerved by a New Convert, or a New-Born 
| Babe in a Spiritual Senſe, in Order to his Spiritual nou- 
riſhment and growth in Grace, as are preſcribed and 
' practifed towards Infants and New « Born: Babes in a 
- . Natural Senſe for the maintenance and preſervation of 

- their Natural Life, and Strength ; as, that they ſhould 
.. beSwathed, and enter into a Milk-Dyet ! And yet this 
1s every way as reaſonable, as to preſcribe Sitting as ne- 
ceſſary to the worthy Receiving of the Sacrament, which 
1s a Spiritual Feaſt, becauſe it's agreeable to the Nature 
of Civil Feaſts : Or (which amounts to the ſame thing): 
becauſe it's called a Feaſt, therefore it's of the fame 
- Nature with Ordinary and Common Feaſts ; and Con- 
ſequently, ſuch a Geſture and Behaviour as is neceſſary 
and requiſit to theſe, 1s alſo requiſit and neceſſary to the 
Lord's Supper. 
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3- The Nature of the Lord's Supper, conſidered as a 
Feaſt, doth not neceſſarily require and oblige us-to uſe 
a Common Tale-Geſture, in: order to right and:wor-. 
thy Receiving, becauſe, in the Judgement and Praftice of: 
numerous Ditſenters,it may be worthily Received Stand- 
ing. Thus the Presbyterians ( and all their Writers. 
who have engaged againſt Kneeling ) do not. condemn- 
Standing as Sinful and Unlawſul, nor- eſteem ſuch. 
as uſe it unworthy Receivers on that account; and yet: 
Lo Standing 15 no Common-Table-Geſture. FR 
lied. If any ſhould: yet urge the neceſlity of Sitting as. the: 
onely agreeable Geſture to the Nature of. the Sacrament: | 
confidered.as.a Feaſt, and that to-uſe.any other Geſture: # 
- would Prophane the Ordinance.;: | 
uſwer. I offer this: to be conſidered as a: good. Anſwer; That: 
od. 12. 14. the. Paſſover was: called a-Feaſt by God himſelf who - 
Inſtituted .it,. and yet he Commanded the Children of: 
r. 11.. Aſrael to Celebrate it in Egypt after this-manner ;- with - 
their Loyxs Girt , their Shoes on their Feet, and their- | 
Staff” in-their Hands : All Signs of haſt indeed, but- 
no Feaſt or. Table - Geſtures either among the Jews or: 
the Egyptians: To fay that God enjoyned Geſtures-un-, 
 ſatable to the Nature of that Ordinance:, 1s to call-in. 

- Queſtion the Wiſdom, and the Knowledge, and the Truth: 

of God, as not Acting upon a right underſtanding of. 

_ and in Conformity. to the true Nature of things: it's all: 
one as to ſuppoſe, that God, after he had Created a:reaſon-- 
able Creature, would enjoyn him to do ſoniething that 
was: difagreeable to his Nature and Reaſon. On the 
other-hand, to fay that the Feaſt of the Paſſover did inits 
Nature. admit of ſeveral Geſtures, is to yield all that 
I deſire ; for then the Sacrament, conſidered. as a Feaſt, 

' will admit of ſeveral too, and Conſequently doth not ob- 


lige us to obſerve onely a Feaſt-Geſture for the due Cele- 
bration of it. 


3. Ancel- - k 
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. 3: Kneeling is very Comely, and Agreeable to the Na- * 
tare of the Lord's Supper, though no Table-Geſture, Which _ 
I hope will be madeevident to every Honeſt and Unby- 
- aſſed Mind (which Impartially ſeeks-after.'Truth ) by 


theſe tollowing conſiderations : 


x: Kneeling. is allowed on all Hands to be a -very 
fit.and ſutable Geſture for Prayer and Praiſe, and very 
_ apt to expreſs.our Reverence, Humility, and Gratitude 
by, and Conſequently very-fit to be uſed at the Ho- 
ly Sacrament, and agreeable to its Nature. This will 

appear, if we refle& upon what hath been delivered con- 
_ cerning the Nature and Ends of the Lord's Supper. Fox 
at the Sacrament we expreſs that by Actions ( as I hin- 
ted before) whichat other times we do by Words; and 
_ the Lord's Supper is a Solemn Rite of Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhip , which. implyes Prayer and Praiſe. It: includes 
all the Parts of Prayer. By partaking of- the Signs of 
hisBody broken, and Blood ſhed for-our. Sins, we do- 
 Commemorate, Repreſent, and Shew forth to God the- 

Father, the Sacrifice which his Dearly Beloved Son made 
upon the Croſs:; we Feaſt upon: the memorials of the 
great Sin-Offering : And in fo doing,: we make an open 
Confeſſion and Acknowledgment of our Guilt and Un-. 
worthineſs to God, and we plead with him in the 
Vertue of his Sons Blood which was ſhed for us, for- 
the Pardon and Remiſſion of all our Sins. We further- 


-, Humbly entreat. him to be Propitious and Favourable 


to us, and to beſtow upon us all thoſe benefits which 
our Lord purchaſed with his moſt Precious Blood. 

_ Welntercedewith him too at the Communion for the 
whole Church, that all our Fellow-Chriſtians and true 
Members of his Body may Receive Remiſlion of their 
Sins, andall other benefits of his Paſſion. And as Eat-- 
ing and Drinking at his Table; is a Viſible and Foe 

'S wo 9 | 
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fal Prayer'in the ſight of God; fo it is a Viſible A& of 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving, whereby we let our Heavenly 
Father ſee that we retain a deep and lively ſenſe of his 


' Unexpreſſible Love, in ſending his onely begotten Son 


into the World to Dye for us that, we might Live - | | 


through him. * And that which enlivens our Faith, and 


emboldens our hopes of finding Favour and Acreptance 
at his. Hands at this time above others, is this, %zz. Our 


Prayers and Praiſes are not onely put-up in the Name of 


' Chriſt, but-preſented, and as it were Writ in his Blood, 

and offered to God over the :great Propitiatory Sacri- 
fice: All this our-AQtions ſignify and ſpeak, when we 
_ -Eat the Conſfecrated Bread, and Drink the Cup of Bleſs 


+ {ing at the Lord's Table. Tf therefore theſe things te 


gi 
mn 


i . ma 
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True (and I-think no body who underſtands what he in 


_ doth when he partakes of the Lord's Supper will gain- 


ſayit) then Kneeling muſt be judged as fitting and con- 
 venient to be uſed at ſuch a time, when we fignify our 


- deſires and afteQtions by external Rites and Ceremonies te 
-of Gods appointment, as when wedo it by Words, that 


<1s, when weſay our Prayers. 


'2. Our Diſſenting Brethren (and all good Chriſti 
* ans) will Grant, that our Bleſſed Saviour ought to be. 


Worſhipt and Adored by all worthy Communicants, 
inwardly in their Hearts and Souls, when they Receive 


the Tokens and Pledges of his tender and exceeding great ' 


Love in laying down his Life for the Sins of the whole | , 


World. Andif fo, then whatſoever is very apt and 
meet to expreſs the inward eſteem and veneration of 
our minds by , can't be thought Unſutable and Repug- 


nant to the Nature of the Lord's Supper : Becauſe that | I 
1s 2 Religious Feaſt Inſtituted in Honour of 'our Lord, 
2nJ is a Solemn A& of Chriſtian Worſhip performed 


to our Crrcified Saviour. Our meeting together at | f 


th's Holy Feaſt in Otedience to his Commands, toCom- 
memorate 


In or 
memorate his Death, and tell of all his wondrous Works :; 
perpetuate the fame of our great BenefaCtor ('as much 
\ as in us lyes) throughout all Ages, is an External mark: 
. © of the Honour and reſpect we bear towards him in our 
minds, and is, properly ſpeaking, that which we call 
*, . Publick Worſhip. Since to Bow our Knees then, 1s al- 
ky lowed to be a proper mode of publick Worſhip,- and an_ 
hu External Sign of Reverence ;. whliy ſhould an adoring 
: . poſture be thought Unmeet and Unſutable to the 
- Sacrament, which in its nature imports Worſhip and 
Adoration ? | , 
.- 3. No good Chriſtian, of what PartPor Perſwaſion 
ſoever, will deny, bur that to liſt our Hands and Eyes 
.. to Heaven, and to Employ our Tongues in Uttering the 
- "Praiſes of our Bleſſed Redcemer, even in ths Act of Rec- 
ceiving, is very agreeable to the Nature of the Sacra- 
ment; why then ſhould Kneeling be thought Unſutable, 
which is no more but onely Glorifying God and our 
Bleſſed Saviour with another part of our Bady 2 Why 
ſhould the Geſture be ſcrupled at more than the Voice, 
or the Bowing of my Knees be eſteemed incongru- 
ous and unfitting, any more than moving my Tongue, 
or raiſing my. Hands and Eyes to Heaven 2? Eſpecially 
if we conſider, that the high degree. of Honour and 
-. Glory to which our Lord is advanced in the Heavens 
by God the Father, as the reward of his Humble and 
Submiſſive Obedience here on, Earth, challenges from 
us all manner of Reſpe& and Reverence both of Soul 
and Body, He Humbled himſelf, and became Obedient 
; wnto Death, even the Death of the Croſs Wherefore 
| God. hath highly exalted him, and given him a Name 
which is above every Name, that at the Name of Jeſus phil. 2. 8,5, | 
; every Knee ſhould Bow, &c. and that every Tongue ſhould "©, 11. 
 . Confeſs that Jeſus Chrifti Lord, to the Glory of God the 
Father. —_ ITS 
- 4. The 


- 
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4. The Holy Sacrament - was Inſtituted in Remen> #* 
brance of our Blefled Saviours Death and Suffering. - 
And therefore I requeſt all our Difſenting Brethren to 
Conſult one place of Scripture concerning our Saviours 
Bodily Geſture or Deportment in-the Heat and Fx. 
tremity of his Paſſhon , wherein he preſented himſelf 
:beforc his Fatier in his &gony and Bloody Sweat in the - 
Garden. Being in as Agony , he oftered up this Prayer 
to his Father : Tf thou be'willing, remove this Cup from 
me : Nevertheleſs, not -my Will; but thine be done. But. 
alter what menner, . or in what Geſture cf Ecdy did his 
perplexed Soul utter theſe earneſt Supplicaticns2 Why, 
ef inn Kneeling, or fixing his Knees upon the Earth. Now though 
«4 Ts ; 
we may remember and meditate on our Saviours Suf- 
|  ferings in the Garden, when his Scul was fo exceeding 
-  Sorrowſul, when he was reduced to ſuch a Weak and 
- 'low Eſtate as to ſtand in neea of Comfort and Support 
*from an Angel; though, I fay, this may bedoneSitting, 
yet ſure no Sober and Conſidering Mind will fay, that 
to Celebrate the Memory of theſe Sufterings with ben- 
ded Knees ( as his were ) on the Earth, is an Improper 
and Unſutable behaviour to be uſed at the Sacrament, - 
where our proper work is to Commemorate the Death 
and Sufferings of our Saviour, and particularly theſe a- 
mong the reſt. - | 
-. The Sacrament was Inſtituted to be, a means ot | 
Receiving the benefits bf his Death and Paſſion, and a 
Pledge toaſſure usthereof. It we dobut Conſider what 
invaluable Bleſſings we expect to receive by our wor- 
-rhy partzking of :the Conſecrated Bread and Wine 'at 
the Table of -our Lord , (ſuch as the forgiveneſs of all 
our Sins, the plentiful Communications of his Grace 
and Spirit, and a Right and Title to Eternal Life) we 
can't think Kneeling an Unmeet and Unbecoming 
Geſture in the A of Receiving the Outward Signs and 


Pledges 


Luke 22. 42, 
To 


'Ver. 43. 


NS 
Pledges of thisTnward and Tnviſible Grace. - If a Grace. . 
ful Hearty ſenſe of Gods infinite mercy through the. 
Merits and Sufferings of his Son, and of the mani- 
fold rich benefits which our Lord hath purchaſed with 
his moſt Precious Blood; if a mind deeply Humbled un- 
; © der. the fenſe of our own'Guilt,- and. Unworthineſs to | 
''- - Receive any mercy at all from the Hands of our Crea- 
 . - tor and Soveraign Lord, whom we have by number- - 
- - efs and Heinous Crimes ſo highly provek'r and incen- 
ſed againſt us; If ſach an inward temper and diſpoſi- 
+: "tion of Soul becomes-us at this Holy Feaſt, (which I 
TE - think no Man will deny) then furely the moſt Humble 
.- -and reverential Geſture of our Body will 'become us 
:- too. Why ſhould not a Submiſſive Lowly deportment 
- of Body ſute with this Solemnity, aswell as a Humble -' 
v. -Lowly Mind? And this is that which our Church De- ... na. 
 *clares to be the'end and defign of her Injunftion, in raion at the 


ly, - requiring all her. Communicants to Kneel, viz. for a end of the « 
| : Communion» 


| Signification of an Humble and Gratef| ul acknowledgment Service, inthe | 
. of the Benefits of Chrift therein given to all, worthy Re- Book of Com 


"RP | mon Prayg. 
' -CEXVer'S. | nt 


+ 4, They who urge Sitting as neceſſary, and the only 
; * agreeable Geſture to the Nature of the Lord's Supper, be- 
; cauſe it's the Common Table-Geſture, muſt make the Sa- 
| crament either the fame with an Ordinary and Com- 
- -mon Feaſt, or'onely like it in ſome reſpe&s, and unlike 
-it in others; as every like is not the fame. To make 
; it the fame, is diretly to unhallow and prophane the 
"- Ordinance; #t is to Eat and Drink unwordhily , not dif- ; cg 1 = 
**cerning the Lord's Body, -as St. Paul charges the Co- ; 
.. "rinthians. For it's clear from that Diſcourſe of the 
5; Apoſtle, that their not diſtinguiſhing between the Lord's 
;. Supper, and a Common. Meal or Supper, was their 
oreat fault ; which he ſharply reproves them for, as that 
_ *whichrender'd them unworthy Communicants. Which 
rs ; * : H | _ will 


056]. 


va. 6 31 Sil applar to any that will take the pains.to examine 
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_ vith33,34 A1f the Lord's Supper be not--the ſame with-an Or-- 


_ dinary Feaſt, how comes it ito-paſs that:the-ſame Geſture 
"muſt be-*neceſſarily-vſed at. both 2 If they differ in 


their whole-nature;''then:that which is agreeableito. the. !;;; 


' nature of the one,: miſt be!Repognant to-the natuye of 
'the other. Tt they agreein ſome reſpetsonly; anddif- 
fer in others, but not -1n:their whole nature, then-Kneel- 
mg maybe as: proper-and. ſutablelin iſome reſpe&s; as 
Sitting is in others. - For thoughahe: Civil-Cuſtomof 


2. Table-Geſture- be-atlowed to'ſtrike ſome ſtroke ina: .| ; 
Spiritual Ordinance, where there is Eating and-Drink-- 


ing; .yet ofher reſpeQts .in-the Lord's Supper have a jk! 


troke too, and:that-the greateſt, if we duly weigh and 


conſider the ends of-its. Inſtitution, which I' have al-.- ti 


ready. deſcribed. - Atid- if; upon ſuch 'Examination-it; 


appear, 'that Kneeling, or an adoring Geſture, lolds-fit-. mh! 
ting Correſpondence with the principal reſpe&s andends: -te\ 


of. the Lord's:Supper, *then-the: Banquetting,'Geſure.,.. 


though Lawful and-Sutable in ſome leſs reſpects, -muſt 


* 
— 


and ought in reaſor-to give place:;.at leaſt, it ought not | 


"to be Infiſted on as the onely agreeable and-neceſfary 
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"Geſture, withoutwhich we cannot worthuly: Communt--* i 


cate. 


© » Whatſoever Geſture anſwers-the- principal: reſpets. Wh 
and-ends of this Holy Feaſt; : beſt Sutes to its Nature, ' td 
and conſequently ought. in reaſon to be belt- eſteemed - hq 
of, and ſway-more with us- than. any other, if-we will . ijx; 


wholly guide- our ſelves by the Nature. of ithe :thing, 


And that: Kneeling or a adoring poſture doth. beſt.an- h in 
fwer the Nature and Ends of: the Sacrament, I think-is -i1; 


clear and -undenyable, if the account I have given 

of the Sacranient be good. I am ſure, howſoever, that 

there is no reaſon why Sitting ſhould juſtle;out -Kneel | 
| | = > 0 


[6 
ing as Sioful;”-and Unſutable t6-the Nature of 'this-Ho- - 
ly Ordinan:e: Let Mr:C artwright; a Learned Advocate” Annot.in Luk. 
for Nonconformiſts; be heard in this-matter, and deter- 22 14 
_ -mineit: A Man muf? not (faith he ) refuſe to-Recerve 
 - the Sacrament Kneeling, when. tie Cannot have it other- 
© *4.- The Primitive.Church' and- Ancient Fathers: had 
& . nofuch-notion of the neceſſity of: a'Table-Geſture, as 15 
mu maintained and urged by Diſſenters'it preſent; which- 
ilk will appear from -thoſeNames and'Fitles they-gave to. 
Ml. dliis'Holy Feaſt: | AndFifft;” I obſerve fromthe Learn-- 
We cd Mr. Mede, that for the ſpaceof 200 years after Chriſt, - 
rials [there is not the leaſt mention made of the name Table 
billy in.any of their Writings. "They call-the place on which can. apoſ..2. 
win} the Conſecrated Elements ſtood, the Altar; and the Ey-St- Jerar. in 
ani . chariſt, - Arr Obation and a*Sacrifice, becauſe at this'So- AAPM 2d 
ta} lemnity they did Commemorate and Repreſent that Sa- len. Eph. 
aka - crifice which Chriſt once offered: on the Croſs for the Zin Hor: 
ad Sins of the World. , Now.the Euchariſt conceived-un-' — 
+ der the Notion of a Sacrifice, and the: place on which 
wit it was offered of 'an: Altar; dothnot neceſfarily-require 
- 2'Table-Geſture; there is notthat ſtrict Corinexion and 
7 Relation between an Altar or a' Sacrifice, anda Common 
4 Table-Geſture; 'as. is'conceived to be' between a Feaſt or- 
* Table, and a Feaſtor Table-Geſture. ff - © x 
'. 2; ThePrimitive Chriſtians and Aricient Fathers of the' 
"- Church-did not entertain any ſuch conceits'about - the. 
PP. necefſity of a Common Table - Geſture, as our Diſſen-- 
gy. tersdo. - As, that Kneeling or aw adoring Geſture is again} ni 
pm robe portage Todbog frantic Tu alandebat. wang, 28 
a" 7he' Dignity of GueFts,, anid Debarrs 'us the Priviledges gainſt Kneel- 
ant! 4rd Prerogatives of the Lord's Table, ſuch as Sotinl admit- 179 M78 3B: 
wp. fance arnd-Social Entertainment”; that it 15 againft the pur- —— wy —_ 
boſe of Chriff, whoſe intention was to Dignify us by Setting | 
mas #aths Table; and much moreof thisNature, andto this 
Kg ect: Now the Primitive: Church little dreamt” of 
© —_— = _ this 
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this Dignity and Priviledge of Communicants, of this - 

. purpoſe of *Chriſt; and of this kind of Fellowſhip ang. 
Familiarity with him ; as the Phraſes they uſe, and the 
Auguſt and Venerable Titles they give the Holy Sa-. ' 
crament, even when: they conſider .it. as a Feaf-and. - #1 
Supper, and ſpeak of the 7able- on which. it was Cele: 

| brated, plainly demonſtrate. They call it, as St. Paul 
_ doth, the Lord's Supper, the Kingly, Royal, and woft Divine. 
Supper; which Import Deference, Diitance, and Reſpe&t, Ma 
on our Parts; the Dreadful Sacrifice; the Venerable and. © 
Unblaody Saerifee, the Wondarfyl and Terrible Vile 
ries ; the. Royal, Spiritual, Holy, Formidable, Tremeydous , }Vik 

. Table: The Bread. and: Wine after, Conſeeration; are yl 

in their Language called the mof7 My/teridus, mof# Foly *kla 

Food and'Nutriment, the moFfF Holy things ; and the place - . in 

. + Wherethe Table ſtood, the mo? Holy part of the Temple, lai 
.. jnallufion:to thatof. the FewiÞ Temple, to' which the -\ + 
Fews paid the higheſt Reverence. The Bread-in'parti- iI fl 


cular they. Stiled the Bread of-Goe; the Cup,. the Holy m 
and: Myſterious, the a Dreadful Cup, I). 14 


The Primitive Biſhops and. Holy Fathers. adviſe the. . 
Communicants to Reverence theſe Holy Myſteries , to ” Wwlnis 
come with Fear and Trembling, with Sorrow and Shame, ' 'y 
with filence aud downcaFt Eyes, to keep their Foy with-" - yy, 
in, and to approach the Table with all the Signs and g,,s 
Expreſſions of Reverence .and ny ON LY 
How: can. theſe Speeches. conſiſt with. that Social, Fami- jy. , 

Har carriage atthe Sacrament,: which.the Patrons of the ,,., "3 
Table-Geſture contend for, as.the Priviſedge of Gueſts |, **v! 
and the Prerogative of -the-Lord's:Table 2, For a-con-. - 
cluſian of: this. whole matter,. I.deſire our Nonconform-, ; 
iog Brethren feriouſly-to conſider-two: or three Queſti- 
ons which 1 ſhall propound to them, and endeavour ts \," 
frame an Honeſt and Impartial Anſwer, as in the Preſence ©, 
ef God, whe ſcarches.our Hearts, and tryeth.our : - Yall; 
| | { BF it 


| TO 
They are not of” a Captious Nature, ſtarted to puzzle 
\ the Cauſe, or for the fake of Contention ( God'know's 
- my Heart, I have no ſuch defigns through this whole 
Diſcourſe) but they are plain, and eaſfie to be reſolved 
almoſt at firſt ſight. —  * - 


7... Qu. I. Whether of twoor three Geftures whith are all 
Wits .. agreeable to the Nature of the Sacrament, any one us not 
ke * +70 be choſen and uſed by us, when we can't uſe another 

( ' , without breaking the Peace and'Onity of that Church wheres. . 
i. - i welive? Se - 
.» Qu, I. Whether zt can confifÞ with Piety or Prudencs, 
to Expoſe your Selves and Families to Danger, and the 
mW. aſp of the Law, when nothing is Commanded but what 1s 
t-  confiſtent- with. the Law of God, and agreeable to the Na- 
-- ture of the Sacrament, though: not to your Phanſies and de- 
- fares? ” | 

mee; Te + © Qu, ITT. /berher we are not, as Chriſtians, obliged by 
wth the Law of God, and the example of our Saviour, to deny 
alla © aur Sefves many things,” that are. otherwiſe Lawful fora4 Rom. 15. 2. 
«ali - 0 do and uſe, and are highly. pleafing and grateful tous, 38: 
it for the Good and Edification of our Neighbour 2 If-ſo, How 
io alt: 224} more, when the publick good and welfare of both Church 
FATE and State depends upon ſuch ſelf-denyahy '  _._ 
Fad QuygplV- Whether it be Piouſly done of you to. chuſe 
Fat” ever to Receivethe Sacrament,and ſo deprieve: your Selves 
Batik Of the Spiritual Benefit of that ogy rather- 
WP. then part with a. Civil Circumſtance, fuch as a Table-Ge- 
wh ot. ” 


1 Tt . 


a8”, It is the Cuſtom of our: Country, to Sit at Feaſts ;: 
WF"; - but few men are ſo mad' as to refuſe to Eat Standing, 
wy, and go Hungry away when they have no room to Sit | 
wy, down. Why ſhould. we not be as Prudent at — 
wi ritual 


{0}. 


ritual Feaſt, in the Concerns of our Souls, as we are.in 
thoſe of our Bodies. Mn oO on or yr PO oro 
Put the caſe we were ſtridtly prohibited by-the Law 
of the Land .the uſe of a_ Table or a Table-cloth at 
. this. Holy Feaſt, and we*could not. receive with that 
Convenience as now we may; would you end your 
days in a continual refuſal, and never receive the Sacra- -. 
ment? Idon't know how far Paſſion and Prejudice, and - 
the. heat of Diſputation may. blind and..tranſport Men; 
but if they will calmly confider this matter,.and:hearken 
to Reaſon, ' they will -find nothing to-juſtify: the. total . 
negleCt of this Ordinance by. I am very apt to'think. |ſleurew 
they will be of my mind : for declare to allthe World, - let 
rather than not. Receive. at all the Comfortable Sacra- hn 
-ment of. our Bleſſed Saviours Body and Blood, T.witl 
Receiveitona Tomb-ſtone, on the ground, ina-Church, | 
or in a Field, if all other things that are Eſſential to ir 
be rightly obſerved and performed. If any of .our DifÞ» jygþ 
:ſenting Brethren ſhall upon this Queſtion -think- as'T . wi 
| do;; wiz; that there is no-abſolute: neceſſity of a Table jig 
. i\n'this caſe, which the.Cuſtom of our Country requires 
at Ordinary Feaſts; :He will alſo at the. ſame time ſee 
there is-no abſolute: neceſſity. of. a Table-Geſture, and 
_ that we may Receive. worthily. withour-either the- one 
—_  -. 55 -- 
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